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e a certainty of your making uſe 0 
5 * re 1 eſper 22 on 175 _— 
| when you have feizure for it, and when it 1s 
Jour duty to inſtruct your Families. i 
I I have endeavoured to explain the Chureh: — 
techiſm Jo as to render it intelligible to all- 


au, even "thaſe parts of it which treat of 1 

| Two Sacraments ; but if meet with ſome 5 
difficulties in them, you will impute it to the Ng. 1 

ture of the Subjects; you will not be 
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aged thereby, when you con ſider they are meerly. 
to aſcertain what are the” real Pr po of a 
Sacrament diftintt from Rites 0 inferior 
Order, and when theſe are e ub iſhed you will _ 

= proceed with pleaſure to the Moral OY. U 

5 "oo which are plain, and . 
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out underſtanding it, and i ary the Que fti- 
ons . 2 ords, 2 in the Torſo 
of "them, they are” inflantly at 5 LV; I have 
drawn up a Method of Examination, the uſe of 
which you will ſoon "4 It is a firing of Queſtt- 
ons which you ſhould Put to them N they have 
been taught to repeat it as uſual. I have not ad- 
. ded Anſwers ta them, for that would not remedy 
the Evil I complain of; but I refer you to ſuch 
arts of the Lectures as treat o 2 Matters 
which the Queſtions lead to. Thus when at 
any Queſtion you ſee a Letter prefixed as a, or b, 
<yog.muft look to TIE: pL letter in the ſeveral 
1 5 


this Means) 7 hope, you . as 
Wes: as thoſe you are to inſtruct, will ſoon under- 
Hand every part 4 the - Catechiſm, and become 
"prepared for Confirmation. The Nature of this 
Rite alſo I have explained in an eaſy, and fa- 
miliar Manner; And to this have added a Dis- 
\courſe” on our Obligations to perform all our 
: 2. preg Engagements, of what Kind ſoever. 


I pray God to bleſs it to your Benefit, to ac- 
cept this my humble Endeavour in his Service, 


end to forgive all our N for Jeſus Chrif 
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ILE CTU RE fiſt. 
F St Marr, 28 19th. v. 
So ye therefore and teach all Nations, bap:- 


 tezing them in the Name of the Butler, and of 


\ HESE are the words of the bleſſed 
24 17 to the elexen Plſciples who mer 

is appointment at a mountain in Ga- 
lilee ; they contain his laſt inſtructions to 
them, and are the original Commiſſion under 
which they, his ſucceſſors, and we, who are 
theirs, claim Authority to preach, and to 


baptiae. 


To Teach fignifies to preach the Gofpel, and 


make Proſelytes to it; and where the perſon 


to be initiated is of riper Age and Underſtand- 
ing, this teaching ſhould preceed the act of 


Baptizing, that he may thoroughly underſtand 


the nature of that Religion he is thence for: 


ward to profeſs, and the obligations which 


commence upon the adminiſtration of that 
Rite 


— | their Sponſors, thefa 
ſhotild confider? what they in the: Name af 


them engage for, and the Nature * thoſt 
after 


Profeſſibns, and Duties which they are 
wards: to inculcate. This I am afraid ig toe 
much neglected, and that many wantonly tins 
gage for others who have never ſeridully con» 
fidered what was promiſed for theentalven. | 
and this although che Church in Can. 29. tre: 
quires that "they: ſhould not only have been. 
baptized, but ſhould alſo r received the 


IEP Supper. 9.5 8 


The Evils; and very fetious' Evils they 
are, are owing to theſe two Cauſes. <= Moſt 
Parents think they have ſufficiently diſcharged 
their duty when once their Children can re- 
peat the "Catechiſin: : And others, becauſe. i 
was impoſed upon them in their younger years 
as a Taſk, think to look into it at a riper Age 
is going to School again: And thus Beth be. 
ing long accuſtomed to repeat it by Rote, with- 
- ovit attending to the Senſe of it, reſt contgint+ 
*d with that _ ow. Lives 1 0 Wit 


* 


- 
1 


; | And here I cannot help ua veg a very : 
re , and general Error in the Education, of 


tures: as if a of -words:wanld: not — 
tem to ſpell, and any collection of little 
| Janocent: — invite them to read. Sure 
Lam that no great good can accrue from 
teaching them to repeat the Catechifm at 
= Age when they cannot underſtand i it; and 
till they can be made to underſtand it is better 
poſtponed: and was the Bible io be thrown 
in their way when hiſtory begins to be enter- 
taming, and never ſooner; they would read 
it with pleaſure, and that 5 would 
increaſe with their years; but for want 
of this caution, this too like the Catechiſm 
is looked upon as a Taſk, and laid aſide 
like the” other the very day they leave Sehool. 
— yet Surely it is e to know * 
will of God, and in order to it neceſſary to 
recur to that original Compact wherein it is 
eee nat our Obedience. to it enforced. 
j LT his: . ia „eren of this Clank, Ca- 
techiſm at all times, and with all perſons, 
Highly. neceffary. I ſhall therefore in what 
ws” attempt ſuch an one of it as may 
not only be of uſe to yqurſelves, but to 
thoſc alſo whom it is your * o inſtruct. 
v1 8 00783 1 2 
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: 

at - is tranſacting at their being 

baptized, and therefore it would be better 

either to defer it till they cone to years of 
Diſcretion, Or then to rebaptize them. 


1 


* 


Now as to the particular Age when it is 


proper to adminiſter Baptiſm, ſince we have 
no expreſs direction concerning it, our beſt 
way is to look out for ſomething of a like 


nature, and obſerve the Rules preſcribed in 
relation to that. Now a Rite of the like na- 
ture we have in Circumciſion: this like Bap- 


tiſm was a fœederal Rite, was inſtituted by 
God himſelf, and at the time of it's Inſtituti- 
on made a neceſſary duty, as Baptiſm is 
made ſince: in ſhort was that in the Few- 


2% Religion which Baptiſm is in the Chrift = 


ian: And if it was, then ſurely ſuch as were 
to be admitted to the one Rite, may be ad- 
mited to the other: but the Jews were com- 
manded to circumciſe their Children on the 
Eighth day, and they did it; our Saviour in 
obedience to the Law, which, *till- he en- 
tered profeſſedly on his Miniſtry, continued 
in force, was himſelf circumciſed on the 
Eighth day. And if ſo it is a plain caſe 
that Children may lawfully, nay ought to be, 
baptized in their - Infancy. bo ig 


ae | oy ws Here 


it be ſo, N 


Dy me the Apoſiles to ſay 
repent, and be buptiaed Mankind in Infancy 
cannot repent. I anſwer they neither can, 


nor need they to repent; and yet the G- 


; 7 * did right to injoin Repentance. that 


they did right in requiring it of thoſe to 
whom they addreſſed themſelves; but who 


were they-? Adults, grown-up perſons, per- 
ſons who had committed actual Sins ; an In- 


fant has not, and the great neceffity of Bap- 
tiſm to him is founded in the original Sen- 
tence of Death pronounced on Adam, and 
all his Deſcendents: this Sentence God is 
pleafed to reverſe upon our entering into a 
new Covenant with him; by which Cove- 


nant, He vouchſafes to reitiit that debt of 
Puniſhment, and reftore the party to Immor- 


* * 


tality; and the Infant engages by its Sponſors 


to believe in him, and to ſfefve him, when he 


hall become capable of fo doing — This 
is all that is required of us in Infancy, 
in order to Bapeidni; but more than this is 
required of Adults, of ſuch as the Apoſtles 


commanded firſt to repent : they had com- 
mitted many Sins of which it was neceſſa- 
| 1 they ſhould repent, previouſly to this ® * 


: but this Injunction by no means at- 


fects thoſe who are baptized in their Infan- 
cy. This was nearly the Caſe of our _ 
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Baptiſm be n alin Wale 1 2 
Bages of it repents, why did he tell the 
Baptiſt it . him thus to fulfill all 
Rightoeugncſy 
Who knew no Sin, and conſequently could 
not repent? his perfe& Innocence puts him 


with regard to Eee on A 1 


wich 2 Child in Infancy, 
Fs. much for the firſt por of the Obe | 


As to rebaptizing Chriſtians when they 


3 10 years of Diſcretion, this is ing and un- 


neceſſary, and if unneceſſary is tr 

unpardonable. Now that it is unnece fry is 
evident from hence; Baptiſm i is a Covenant, 2 
ſolemn _ Agreement or Stipulation between 


tuo parties; and therefore. this, like all 


other Covenants, if once entered into, and 
ſolemnly ratified, is indiſſoluble without the 
fait of | both; my executing the ſame 


Deed. again and again doth , not. alter, nor 
increaſe, the Obligation, of it; I fill ftand 


can "any 1 1 oy. a Be Tiengen 


* 682 
ot 


and why was He baptized 
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45" oblis tion © 8 "of "mal le Ne bean AL 
teration. — Surely therefore all!perſons may 
be very well ſatisfied with "what was done 
for. them by their Sponſors at Baptiſm, at 
leaſt with — they do for themfelves at 


* confirmed many Vears after. 


_ As 1 am led to this Subject 1 am not will- 
to diſmiſs it till I have cleared it to 

= Satisfaction; let us therefore examine 
a Text or two brought in Support of the 
Objection. Our Savior ſaith to Nicodemus, 
except a man be born anew of water and 
tlie holy "Ghoſt; and again in another place, 
except 8 Man be born again, he cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of God. But here you 
muſt obſerve Nin: our Savior is ſpeaking to 
a Yew, to one who had not been baptized; 
all therefore which was intended in theſe 
Expreſſions i is, that in order to enter into the 

| kingdom of God there muſt be an intire 
Change of his former Opinions and Practi- 
ces: that he muſt undergo as great an Al- 
teration as if he was to enter a ſecond time 
into his Mother's Womb, and be born.— here 
too you ſhould be told that by the kingdom 
of God i is not meant the kingdom Y Heaven, 
but that Spiritual kingdom which hriſt was 
then to eſtabliſh, that is the Chriſtian Church; 


and hence it is * that nothing ſaid or 
applied 
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Nicodemus, as 2. — can have # 
any relation. to, or. at, al affect thoſe, who have 1 


ber N ** - rilt, 


.. Neither again can any „ ** fool it kl 
drawn from the Example of Jeſus who 9 
was baptized of John; for he had not been 
| baptized before. He had been circumciſed, 
and was obedient to the Law of Moſes till 
that Inſtant: he was now to begin his Mi- 
niſtry, and to introduce another, and a better Bt: 
Religion; ; and as Baptiſm was to be the 1 
initiatory Rite, or Method of Admiſſion into 
it, he began with it himſelf. Nothing 'there- 
fore can be collected from this e 
more than the Neceſſity of being baptized 
Once, but it affords not the leaſt Shadow. of 
a Reaſon for Going 8 it more than once. 


"faces know no one Paſſage in Ns 
New Teſtament that gives any Countenance 
to ſuch a Practice, and but One in the Old; 
and this is a Circumſtance mentioned by 
Joſhua C. 5 v. 2d. At that time tie Lord 
ſaid unto. Foſbua, make thee ſharp. Knives and 
circumciſe again the Children, of Iſrael, the 
ſecond time. And Faſbua made im par 
Knives and circumciſed the Children of Iſrael. 
From hence ſome have advanced that if 
— Crompton be a 8 oel ens with 
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and Nat By -rR6" OHM "Cori a of 
61h the other alto. ould de repeated. 
But here we fee how neceſſary it is to 
the Beriptures, or to conſult thife wha® 
do; to compare Scripture with Sirene, and 
eat the Writer s Meaning from him — 
1d Hot dur own Prejullices; not to take 
in detatched Sentences, but ingenuouſly to 
Examine what goes before, and follows. If 
this were done many Pafſages that are woe- 
n uſconftrued would be underſtood, and 
brit of Deluffon Put to flight. In the 


che 


Cuſe before us how differently does it ap- 


peur when we hear the whole Account of 


. it the words are theſe. And this ig the 


Eanſe why Jeſbus did eireumciſe; All the 
people 2 came out of Eygpt that were 
Males, even all the Men o 25 ar, died in the 


Wildernefs by the way after they came out of 


Feypr; Now all the e that came out were 


er ſe but all th Feople that were born 


in e Wilderneſs by the way as they came 
out of Egypt them they had not circum- 
iſe ed oo For the Children of ' Iſrael walked 
' years in the Wilderneſs till all the peo- 
57 1575 were Men of. War which came out 

were conſumed becauſe they © obey'd 
227 7 he Wer of the Sofa, unto whom the 
Lord e 4. would not ſbew them the 


Land * the Lord far unto their Fa- 
ters 


* 


that ae 2 1 Milk od Monty: And their 
Children which he raiſed” a they Head 
Niem Jeſbua circumciſed; For they were un» 
ercumciſed, becauſe * " they had not circumciſed 
them by the Way. — This is the only Paſ- 
fage that ſects to countenance Rebaprizing, 
and this is fo far from countenancing it, 
that it does effectually, and 0 all Sen. 
tradiction confute it. a | 


This bam premiſed 1 na to 5 cup | 
= 2 Catechiſm. But firſt I muſt in- 
ou that Baptiſm in the begining of the 
8 > is not treated of as 4 Sacrament, 
but meerly as our Admiſſton into the Chriſe 
tian Church; It is confidered as a Sacrament 
in the latter part of it, as you will fee here» 
after. At preſent you are to look upon it 
only as an Entrance into Chriſt's Church, 
and ſetting forth to us the Terms of ris 
New Covenant between God, and Man. 


Ik begins with this Queſtion, What "is 
our Name? Every Man has two Names 


tis Chriſtian Name, and his Sirname. His 


Sirname he derives from his Parents at his 
Birth; the other he aſſumes afterwards. upon 
being Baptized 2. What particular Name it 
Has Pleaſed our Parent or others to give us af 
Baptifm, is no material part of the 2 
314. | ut 
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bids us repe 
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it 


Name? The Anſwer is my. Godfathers and 
Godmothers in my Baptiſm 4. Theſe do 
more than meerly give us our Name, they 
engage to ſee us act agreably to it: they 
are to remind us whenever they obſerve us 
deviating from it: they are to teach us all 
things which a Chriſtian ought to know and 
believe; they are to call upon us to practice 
them: And this care of theirs ceaſes not till 
we have diſcharged them of it, which can- 
not be before Confirmation, and does hardly 
ceaſe then: they are therefore bound to ſee 
us confirmed, and cannot be thought to ex- 
ceed their Commiſſion, if they afterwards re- 
mind us of our ſolemn Vows: at that time. 
What a ſhame is it then to engage for ay 
| WEED, „ 


4 
8 


FF 
22 * 1 


C the fighr"of God and 
His people „ and y pay no more ' regard to It 

than if the whole was a meer piece of Mock- 

ery, an human Soul of no Eſtimation, ' and 

our Promiſes to God never to be required at 
or r IR TER OSTS 7» 


But to proceed. In baptiſm wherein I was 
made a Member of uu 4 Child of God, 
and an Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven? 


In order to underſtand this aright you are 
to confider that by the diſobedience of Adam 
Sin came upon all, and Death by Sin: we had 
forfeited our Title to Immortality, and no hopes 
of Exiſtence beyond the Grave remained. 
Under this forlorn Condition all his Deſcen- 
dents continued *till it pleaſed God to ſelect 
from the reſt of Mankind a peculiar people 
with whom he entered into a Covenant of 
| Reconciliation; of which Covenant Circum- 
ciſion was the Sign: and this Covenant con- 
tinued untill the coming of Chriſt, when it 
expired, and a new one was publiſhed in it's 
ftead; not confined as the former was to a 
8 people, but offered alike to all 
ations; In this Baptiſm took the place which 
Circumciſion had in the other; we are ad- 
mitted to it through this Means; and at 
our Admiſſion God engages for certain things 
* | 283 ol 
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Our's. = theſe E ngagement: * exp ined 
I the Cen. 

{The en thing. granted. by Gets th 
we are roy made Member's of Chrift. 


This is a - figurative Exprefion taken from 
an human Body, and ſignifies that by Bape : 
tiſm we are made One with Chrift, and 
Chriſt with us, are united to him as our 
Head; and whereas in confequence of Adam's 
Tranſgreſſion we were like Branches lopped 
off from the Mother—Tree, we are 
Baptiſm ingraed, and again receive Nut utri- 
ment from it f. 


This rewiode us ; of the Honor due to Chriſt 
as the Head over all things, and teaches 
us that we muſt pay the ſame Obedience 
to him that the Members of the Body pay to 
that which actuates them: — That as every 
Member of the natural Body is ſerviceable 
to all the reſt, ſo all Chriſtians muſt do 
charitable and beneficent Acts to one another, 
We are Brethren, and ſhould have a fellow 
feeling in each other's Pleaſures and * 
as to abide by the Apoſtle's Metaphor. if one 
Member ſ P54 all the Members ſuffer with 

it; Or one Member be ee all the Mem- 


bers 


The "ary 7 1 we are e made the cu 
ren of God. e 


1 


but not in the Senſe we are aſter it: for 


tho' we were the Work of his hands, we 


had forfeited his Favor, and were, to = 
familiarly, difinherited. But in Baptiſm 
8 reconciled to us through his 

lefled Son, reſtores to us the light of his 
Countenance, and makes us to 8 
Jeins-Heirs with Chrif 8 


And what doth this teach us; As Sor 


our Behavior muſt be ſuitable to the rela- 
tion we ſtand in; that as we are the 
Children of God, we muſt pay him the 


Obedience due to à Father; for otherwiſe 
this Privilege, the moſt glorious and be- 
neficial we have, will the more diſcover 
our Unworthineſs of it, and bring on out 
Condemnation, inſtead of F * 


The third is that we are made Inheritors 
of the Kingdom of Heaven. "ORR 


In an . 8 we are all Sin- 
ners; the whole 1 2 faith the Apoſtle 


| His Children we were bins | Bapiſen, | 
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lieth in IWWickedneſs, and we ages of Sin 
is Death. But in Baptiſm we: trumph over 
te Grave, and | are not only reſtored 
to Immortality, but are farther aſſured 
we ſhall poſſeſs it in the Kingdom of 
#12ens.. with the Saints, and raiſe us to wi 
_ ſuheritange incorruptible, undefiled, and that 
Fadeth not, reſerved in Heaven far us kx. 


And what doth this notify, but that all 
our thoughts and deſires ſhould tend to that 
plage, that where our treaſure is, there 
Should be our hearts; that we are but 
Strangers and Pilgrims, and therefore ſhould 
look forward to our journeys End: that 
though we. muſt have our hour upon the Stage 
of this Life, we have another coming, that is 
far more deſireable, and therefore ſhould 
have our Converſation in Heaven, 


- Theſe are the Benefits which God offers, 
and engages to grant on his part; but in 
order to be intitled ta them, We muſt alſo 
perform our part of the Contract. What 
that is, is explained in the Anſwer to the 
next Queſtion, viz. What did your. Gad fa. 
thers, and Godmother s then for you? 
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© Trey did promiſe and vow three things in my 
Name, — the firſt is that "I fhould renounce 
5 "TRE 


the Dev . „ Ms Debts, Ye Pempt an 


vanities of "this withed World, and all Hh 
Sinful Lit of the Fob»... © 

1 e Devil and all his Worte 5 | rink 
2 


of wickedhefs, fuch 
moſt ke of the Nature of a rte 


Ning, fc as Vas of which he is the 
Father, Nfurder, Pride, Hatred, Mafiee, 
Revenge, Covetoufneſs, Kolatry, and the like. 
By the Pomps of the World are to be un- 
derſtood vitious Cuſtoms and Faſhions, 
Ambition, Oſtentation, and all ſuch Enter- 
tainments and Pleafures as captivate the 
Mind, debaſe and cauſe it to neglect wor⸗ 
thier Objects. — By the Vanities of it are 
intended Riches un Faftly tten, or profuſe- 
Iy ſquandered away; 15 things in ſhort 
that court the prefent Hour only, and lull 
and deceive us 'till we ſtand. amazed at 
ur faſt. —By all the ſinful Luſts of the 
Fleſh are meant Fornication, Adultery, Ob- 
ſcenity ; in a word all uncleanneſs, whether 
in our Actions, Words, or Thoughts u. 
This is the Firſt of the three things pro- 
miſed for us by our Sponſors. the Second 
is, That we will believe all the Articles of 
the Chr riftian Faith *, 
What theſe are will ceme in Ge to 
be explained when we rehearſe the W 
29 | 2 2 Q 
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of our Belief, and till e 
The Third is that we will keep God's holy 
Mill and Commandments, and walk in the 
Jane, al the dogs of our Life. 
Theſe. too ſhall be waved at preſent and 
all the Remark I ſhall make on this part 
of the Covenant is, that we. promiſe to 
walk in the ſame all the Days of our 
Life. We engage not for a year or two, 
but for our whole Life; and we ſhall do 
well to remember what the Apoſtle tells us 
It is better not to have. known the way of 
righteouſneſs than after we have known it 
to depart from. it and again, No man tak- 
ing hold of the Plough, and looking back is 
fit for the kingdom of Ged. Our Obedience 
to theſe Commandments therefore muſt be 
uniform, and muſt be permanent 9, 


Theſe things being promiſed for us by 
our Sponſors, there follows a very intereſt- 
ing, and important Queſtion; Do thon 
not think that thou art bound to believe, and 
to do as they have promiſed for thee? to 

Which you reply Yes verily, But why ſo? 
. no one has a Right to engage for me with- 
1 out my Conſent; this is a Peach of natu- 


5 V — 4 
rr oy 
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ral Liberty; whatever was undertaken for 
me in my Infancy I have a Right to con- 
fider at a riper Age; if I approve of it then, 
| well; 


well; if not, Tamar" Liberty to reject, and 
refuſe it. All this is true, and yet every 
man is bound to do what his Godfahers 
and Godmothers promiſed he ſhould, and 
is as much obliged by their promiſe, as if he 
had been of ſufficient Age to ' underſtand 
what was doing, and had affented to every 
Article. But then this Obligation is found- ia 
ed not in any Promiſe made in his Name 1 
by them, but in the Nature of the things 5 
promiſed: as to believe in God, and to 
5 him; to be juſt to others, and to him- 
ſelf.— Theſe are duties of general, and eter- 
nal Obligation, which therefore he muſt, 
and ought to perform, whether others had 
promiſed that he ſhould perform them, or 
not. 80 that the perſon catechiſed very 
rightly anſwers Yes Perily*, © 


He goes on, And by God's Grace ſo 1 
iel. — This is well added, and teaches 
us, that without him we can do nothing; 
that we are not ſufficient of ourſelves, but 
our ſt 57 is of God. And therefore he 
heartily thanks his heavenly Father, that he 
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hath called him to this State of Salvation; 
which Salvation he acknowledges, as be- 
comes him, is through Jeſus Chrif?, the only 
Name under heaven by which we can be ſa- 
ped, Here too he remembers that the ſame 
EE. OR nl. | Grace 
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10 ** 15 * ard him 
* be is like to meet with, and 
K loud af his Nature to relapſe : 

Pays une God to 
im his Grace that he may continue in. the 
2 2 End ; being confident of 
—. 


thing, that he, who hath begun 4 
| Work in 1 _ ws it until 


1 of che 
nant entered into at our Baptiſm; On 
one Side we are made Members of Chris. 
God, and Inheritors of the 
gdom aven : On the other; We are 
0 renounce the Devil and all his Warks, the 
Pomps and Vanities of. this wicked World, 
and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh; See 


 Eondly to believe all the Articles of the Chiiftt- 


an Faith 5 And, Thirdly to keep God's Roly 
Will and Commandments, and to walk in the 
fame all the days of our Life. The firſt of 
theſe is already explained, and the' ſecond 
0 the following Lecture. IN BS 0 


: E C TU RE ſecond 


LECTURE de. 


E have already confi deted what our 
1. $a and Godmothers + 
miſed for us; or what is our 

Covenant entered into with 2 at — 
Baptiſm. It conſiſts I told you of three things; 
the 12 is, that we ſhould renounce the Ben 
and all his Works, the Pomps, and Vamties 
ef this wicked World, and all the Sinful Lufts 
of the Fleſh. This part of our duty has bees - 
——— explained. 


The ſecond is, that we fools believe oll 
the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, | Theſe 
Articles are | briefly | ſummed up in the 
Creed, or Belief . It is commonly called 
the Apoſtle's Creed, not that it was drawn 
up by them, but becauſe it contains their 
Doctrine, and is a Compendium of what 
the New Teſtament delivers down to us. 
from them? . Henee it has its Authority. It's. 
Uſe is to refreſh. the Memory, and enable 
it in few words to keep in Mind the 
moſt important principles of true Religion 4 
The Child therefore every time it is cate- 
chiſed i is bidden to rehearſe the Articles 2 = 
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To believe in God is to believe that there 
is a Being eternal and infinite, perfect and 
ſelf ſufficient; all powerful, and all wiſe; 
Juſt and holy, merciful and good; whoſe 
Power created all things, whoſe Providence 
ſuſtains them; and whoſe kingdom ruleth 
over all, Jt fignities that there is but one 
God, agreably to the declarations of 
holy Scripture; the Lord he is God, there it 
none elſe beſide him; and again, to us there 
but one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all. 


le is deſcribed under the appellation of 
The Father, firſt, as he is the Author and 
and Original Giver of Life to all Beings in 
the Univerſe, of whom the whole Family in 
Heaven and Earth is named. And ſecondly 
to denote his parental Affection, his Grace 
and Mercy towards all his Creatures; And 
laſtly, as he is in a uliar Manner the 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. wo 


He is ſtyled Almighty, becauſe of him and 
to kim and through him are all things. And 
we are told that before the Conſummation of 
earthly things, and the Commencement of 7 
MET; Dok. xo another 
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another endleſs and unchangeable State, 
the Son himſelf, who is King of Kings, and 
Lord of Lords, Dall deliver up to his Father 
all Rule and all Authority, and Power, that 
had been delegated to him by the Father, that 
God may be all in all, „ 


He is 54 to — the Maker of Heaven and 


Earth; that whereas in times of Ignorance 
Men worſhipped the Hoſt of Heaven, the 
Sun, and the Moon, imagining them to be 


intelligent Beings, and ruling over all Earth- 


iy things, they ſhould now acknowledge 
them to be the works of his Fingers, di- 
rected, and controuled by his Will, and 


objects of their Admiration, but not of their 
Worſhip. This is the firſt part of the Creed. 


The ſecond relates to God the Son f. 


And in Jeſus Chrift his only Son our Lord. 


This very rightly follows the former, Te 
believe in God, ſaid our bleſſed Savior; believe 


alſo in Me. The firſt of theſe is the Foun- 
dation of Religion in General; the other 


of a particular one inſtituted by Chriſt, 
We are to believe in him Firſt as JESUS, 
as the perſon ſo named of the Angel before 
he was concerved in the Womb; as the 
_ perſon who properly is what his Name 
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ſigniſies, the SAVIOR: And he is the 
Savior by making himſelf an Offering for 


„ 


our Sins, ancl | appearing in the Preſen ce of 
God to make Tnterceffion for us, ©  ' 


We are to believe in him Secondly -* as 
CHRIST, as the perſon anointed ta preach 
the Goſpel, to be our King and Prophet, and 
the- Author of everlaſting Salvation to all 
r 3 
We are to believe in him Thirdly. as the 
only Son of God; as a perſon far above all 
Principalities, and Powers, above Thrones, and 
Dominions and every Name that is named, being 
made ſo much better than the Angels as he. hath 
by Inheritance obtained a more excellent Name 
than they; for unto which of the Angels ſaid 

lie at any time Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee ® And when God bringeth in this 
his begotten: Son into the World he ſaith, And 
let all the Angels of God worſhip lim. 


And Fourthly as our LORD - as him whom 
God hath given to be the Head over. all things, 
that at the Name of Teſus every knee ſhould 
born, of things in Heaven, and things in Earth, 
and things. under the Earth; and that every 
tongue boatd © confeſs that Jeſus Chrift 1s 
Evrd to the Glory of God the Father. 
Ihe next thing we profeſs” to believe is 
. that 


7 
1 
. 


1 1 


 m_——_ 
that he was 2 of the holy Ghaſli. That 
is that bis Conception was miraculous, and 
that, altho' he took upon him the Nature of 
Man he was yet concofved without Sin, 


And born of the Vi irgin Mary. This is 
mentioned to aſcertain his Genealogy, and to 
ſhew that he was born o 45 tie Houſe and 
Lineage of David as foretold in the Scriptures. 
The Conception, and being born of Vin 
is that my/tery of Godlinefs which will be 
unravelled hereafter; which we believe at 
N upon the Authority of the divine 
Word, and into which, till we are more 
8 perfect, it becomes us not to pry farther. - 


Suffered under Pontius Pilate. That che 
Meſſiah ſhould ſuffer is plain from many of 
the legal Inſtitutions which were Types of 
him — from thence it was eafily. collected 
that without ſheding of Blood there could be 
no Remiſſion of Sins, It is further, and more 
expreſſiy declared by the Prophet Ifaiah 
that he ſhould ſuffer. 135 5 and in what 
Manner he ſuffered is ſet forth hereafter, 
but we have firſt a particular Circumſtance, 
which is that he ſuffered under Pontius Pilate. 
This Circumſtance was inſerted in the Creed 

for many good Reaſons; among others it 


Deng the time when he ſuffered : and 
"W's . , _ ſhews 


' 


7 W 7 2" 2 
n 
ps 
Sa The 
N 
x br 
c 
0 
: pn ke Ee 
X | "Ig — 2 . 
* 
x 
WES 
F 
* 


thews that it bee ah with: 
ſeveral Prophecles, eſpecially Daus s, and 
2 very antient one in the firſt Book of Moſes 
which ſays that the Sceptre ſhall not depart 
from * wie” untill Shiloh come. Pontius Pilate 
was the Roman Governor of Judza, and 
steg at that time the Sceptre Was 
departed from it from hence tao it appears 
that he ſuffered at the Expiration of Daniel's 
IVeeks: The time from whence that Calcu- 
lation proceeds is very well known; and 
it appears, recourſe being had to the Records 
which were kept at Rome, ys preſcrved 
the Acts of it's Governors different 
Provinces, that when Daniel's Weeks con- 
cluded Pontius Pilate was Gavernor of 
Judæa, and that during his Adminiſtration 


a Jeſus Chri 0 Was cruciſicd: 


= Thus having eſablihed that he ſuffered, 
we next particularize the Manner of it. 
And firſt we ſay he was: crucified. Crucifixion 
was a Roman Puniſhment, inflicted upon 
none but the vileſt Malefactors; - It was alſo 

2a moſt painful, and moſt. tedithas) Death. 
This Circumſtance of his Suffering is added 
not only to remind us of the exceeding 
Malignity of Sin, and the greatneſs of his 
Mercy towards us; but alſo to point out the 
completion of two extraordinary ay 
| 1 8 


the one 1s « Hot te "ould be. lifted 1% as. ths 


| ſerpent in the Wilderneſs; and the other thay 
he HET make his Grave with the Wicked. 


The next TERS 18 "That te © was. a 


bis was added to oppoſe àn erroneous 


Opinion that our bleſſed Savior ſuffered in 


Appearance only; but it is plain he did 
really die: this is evident from the Blood and 


Water that ifſued from his Side, which could 
not be in a living Subject; and likewiſe from 


the Teſtimony of his Executioners who 


brake the Legs of the two Thieves cru- 


cified with hi to put an End to the Remains | 


of Life in them; but did not break his, 
becauſe that he was dead already. | 


It follows a was buried. Which is 4 
Confirmation of the preceeding Article, and 
by the Circumſtance of Foſeph's begging 
the Body, a rich and honorable Man of 
Arithmathea, and his depofiting it in a 
new Tomb, which he had lately made 
for himſelf, literally fulfilled the remaining 
part of Iſaials Prophecy; that as in his 


Crucifixion he made his Grave with the wic Red; a 


he made it with the rich in his Death, 


The next Article i is He deſcended into Hell 


Of this-rarious Senſes haye been given, ſome 
| have 
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have. thought that he really ſuffered tho 
Torments of the damned: but this cannot be: 


he could not poſſibly deſpair. of the favour 
of God, and therefore could not feel that 
worm which never diet hi. Neither can it mean 
that he deſcended thither to bring others 
Crom it; for the wicked according to expreſs 

eclarations in Scripture are not to be de- 
rere at all. Nor again are we to under- 
end by it that he went to triumph over 

the Devil ; for the only kingdom the Devil 
has is in this World; and here Chriſt 
effectually triumphs over him by deſtroying 
Sin, which is his Dominion.—It is ſaid in 
the preceeding Article that he was buried, 
and therefore in this it muſt mean ſome- 
thing more than merely deſcending into the 
lower parts of the Earth; the true meaning 
therefore is that as his Body was actually 
buried, ſo his Soul was actually departed 
from it; and it was inſerted to filence 
ſome Heretics who to deſtroy the Credit 
of his Refurreftion pretended that he was 


never really dead, The Article therefore 
Aſſerts that he deſcended into Hell: and 
Hell in the original ward here uſed ſigni- 
fies not a place of Torments, but the invi- 
fible place of departed Spirits, in which all 
remain from the End of this Life, till the 

15 3 Commencement 
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\ Commencement” of 3 
rene n OR 
Thus far we have ſeen what is ptope 
this Humiliation; his ae Nt 
Glory, his \ Incarnation; - his ſufferings, his 
-Death, andhis Burial ; and are now to turn our 
Eyes to a Scene more joyful. Proceed we | 
therefore to his Exaltation. The third day he. — = 
roſe again from the Dead. HE had by his \ 
Doath ſatisfied the Juſtice -of God, and was hy 
now to become the Fire Fruits of them 
that flept he was crucified on the Friday, 
fay'in the Grave the remaining part of thar 
day, the whole of the next, and aroſe on the 
third: and therefore in the Language of the 
5 5 and other Nations is ſaid to have lain 
in the Grave Three days. He lay ſo long to 
| leave no Room for any one to doubt his 
being dead; and he lay no longer, that his 
Body agreably to the Pſalmiſt's prediction 1 
might not ſee corruption, He aroſe. on the | 
firſt day of the Week, the day after the 1 
Jewiſh Sabbath; on which Account it is that 
/ whereas they religiouſly obſerved the ſeventh 1 
| in Commemoration of God's reſting from 8 
the works of Creation, we obſerve the firſt 
. in remembrance of a greater Bleſſing derived 
| to Mankind by the Reſurrection of Chriſt. 
t 


The Intention of our Lords Reſurrection 
. 5. 


* * > 4 "_ = 
d * £ - þ # 1 
. þ #1 | * 1 
at the day of 1 
. * — Oh * a * f 
7 | LI ks 4 Z , % : « L 4 * 
1 , | b * 
2 * ; 
2 ' ; 155 


= 


Has to declare his Veto over i Death Deaf 
ng mo more Dominion over him, Jor in that le 
died, he died unto Sin once, bar # in that he troeth, 
he. liveth unto Ged. And God hereby bexets 5 
us, unto 4 lively Hope, and aſſures us this 
if we be planted. in the likeneſs of his Death, 
we ſhall be eſo. in the likeneſs of his Reſur- 
rection that is if we become dead unto 


Din, crucify our Old Man, and continually 


mortiſy all ou evil and corrupt Affections, 
he, who raiſed up Chrift from the dead, en a W 


| Wicker our mortal Bodies. 


* 


The Conſequence of a Refurrediion is 
that he aſcended into Heaven. As the | Jewiſh 


Hig. Prieſt, after he had offered: for the Sins 


e whole people, entered into the Holy 


of Holies, - ſo our Savior. Who was typified 


him, after he had ſacrificed himſelf for 


1110 Girls. of the whole World, - aſcended into 


Heaven. And great Comfort does this af 
ford all Chriſtians, for what doeth he in 
Heaven but preſent his meritorious Oblation, 
and interceed for us. Neither have we in 
him an High Prieſt who cannnot be touch- 


ed with a Senſe of our Infirmities, for he 


himſelf alſo was tempted; and being made 
like unto us, Sin only excepted, knoweth how 
to compaſſionate, as well as to ſuccour us. 
* follows in the Creed, a: 5 teeth on the 

| EV 


5 


Right Hand of 9 God. That is he is ad mit- 
ted to a ſtate of the higheſt Dignity, and 
Might: All Power is given unto him in 
"Ws and in Earth. Angels, Authorities, 
and Powers are made ſubject unto him: 
he is ſet for above all Principalities, and 
Powers, and Might, and Dominion, and every 
Name that is named. not only in this World, 
but in that which is to come: And. the 
. Throne of God, as St. John expreſſes it in 
the Revelations, is become the Throne of God, 
and * the Lamb. TIS 


- rom both theſe Articles it follows that 
he is the only Mediator between God and 
Man; the only Mediator of the New Teft- 
ment. He hath purchaſed to himſelf a 
Church with his own Blood, and given him- 
ſelf for our Sins, thut he might deliver us 
from the Evils of this Life, And ſecure to 
us Bliſs and Immortality in the next. And 
hence we ſee what Diſhonor we do to him 
when with the Pap! Ae we join other Me- 
diators with him, and give to Saints and 


Angels any ſhare of that Le which 
Pw to him ſolely. 


After this follows another, and a very 
intereſting Article, From thence he ſhall come 
* 3 the Viel and the Dea. - 


Arbe un val Diſtribution of things in 
1 E. : 1. 
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wis World leads us ally t expect and. 
ther in Which this ſhall be adjuſted: but 
Revelation confirms. our ConjeQure, and ſays 
ex y that God hath appointed a day in 
whith he will Judge the Morld in R ighteouſ- 
miſs; ; in which every man ſhall receive ac 
cording to what he hath done in the Body, 
whether it be good, or whether it be Evil. — 
Tr alfo goes Rader and declares by whom 
this Judgment ſhall be adminiſtred, and 
names the Man Chriſt Jeſus : Before kim, it 
is ſaid, Dall be gathered all Nations, that he 
all. be revealed from Heaven with the holy 
«Angels in flaming Fire taking Vengeance on 
Fa that know not God, and obey not the 
Ge vel: that he ſhall deſcend from Heaven 
"with 4 'Shout, with the Voice of the Arch- 
angel, and with the Tr ump of God : that all 
"that are in the Grave ſhall hear his Voice, 
and. all come forth ; they that have done good 
"unto the Reſurrection of Life, and they that 
' have done evil unto the ! bs urrection of Dam- 
nat ion. —Of that day, and of that Hour knoweth 

ne Man, no not the Angels that are in Heaven 
47 will come as a Thief in the Night; and 
as the Flood came upon the Old World, 
hen they were Kating and drinking; fo 
will the Coming of the Son of Man be un- 
expected, and fudden; for this Reaſon it_is 
brad to of fat the Ovick and * Dead, "ke 
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Who, have opt. for „ and | thoſe. 
ſhall, ons alive at his eee ah $5 , 


4 Xt % 


The ( 


tread - 1 — hour; | Gal hour leads 


to our laſt, every hour may, be our laſt; 
and as the next ſtep to this is Fudgment, 


let us always keep in Mind on What Points 
chiefly that, Judgment will turn: : Now Our 
bleſſed Savior has vouchſafed to tell is it 
will be chiefly on Charity, - and by Charity 


We are to underſtand all thoſe Propertie: 
which St. Paul. aſfcribes. to. it in his. fir 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians; Which therefore 


9 never * too much coplutied by us. 


have now explained the, Anieles con- 
1 in the firſt and ſecond Parts of the 


Creed, which relate to God the Father, and 
God the Son, and paſs on to the third 


which relates to God the N Se 8. And 
ab begins. va 


\ 8. 
x * 


P * 


tf believe in the H. mY Gl.” 1 5 wp 


That dire are Three Perſons. in "the Gat. 
2 head is the doctrine of the Charch of Eng gland, 

and like every other which it profeſſes © the 
doctrine of the boly. Scriptur 6 Thar they 


exiſt together 1 is certain, tho” the mode of that 
Hullenee does not fall within our preſent 
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. Eapacities: this is reſerved for ct time when 
what we now ſee through 4 Glaſs darkly, 
Hall be diſtinot Viſion, and we ſhall know 
pen ag we are known. At preſent it is an 
Object of Faith only, and Teſts upon an Au- 
thority ſupported y Teſtimonies: which we 
cannot reject. This makes it reaſonable to 
believe in this Article; ; as well as a Duty. 
And,' as we are commanded to be baptized 
in the Name of the holy Ghoſt as well as of 
the Father and the 2 On we cap have na 
doubt but fo far at leaſt as they concern 
dans the Three Perſons are Equal. 


«+4 6 


The next tits we rofl to ele 16 i 
The holy Catholic Church. Now the holy 
Catholic Church fignifies either all thoſe who 

n this Life did their utmoſt to ſerve God, and 
7 form the general Aſembly that - art 
written in heaven; Or the 5 Church, 
| diſtigguiſhed from the Fewiſb. The Jewiſh 

was' confined to one people, diſtinét in this,” as 
well as in their civil Polity, from all other 
Nations: the Chriftian comprehends the 
whole World, and will, we truſt, before the 
neral Conſummation prevail over all Nations, 

People, and Languages; and the Kingdoms of 
the World be one and all the Kingdon of 
Chrift.— Or according to others, it ſignifies 
that part of the univerſal Chureh which now 


Riſks as diſtinguiſhed from chat which went 
n 


N 0 


before, or mak cone after S 
and-which indeed is the beſt Senſe: that which 
viftble upon Earth; in an outward, Profeſſi 
of the * Goſpel of Chriſt, ande an extern 
e eg of the an eee ee "x 
do | 
The next 1 is The, hen munten 7 
Lanig This too has been 48 1 dered it in Te- 


= 


to al, . 
and in ſhort | to. 55; a , ab 
one Mind, and ane Mouth, J. orbearing one ana- 
ther, and forgiving, one anather, . even as God 


Sy 


for Chrifi's 7 Fi fate hath forgiven, them.. ee 


When in the next Place we ſay, we 6. 
lieve in the Forgiveneſs of fins, we mean 
that till our blefled Savior came to deliver 
us from it, we were all under the Domini- 

on of Death, and that rough, his Xlerits 
01 we. are reſcued from And this 
. remind us of the daes w which he 


requires f 
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uſtes" Gf ut previouſly» Ee fis Refrüe 

- lon #3 baptized in his —_— 
rm the promiſes made at our  Bapti 

dad whenever we ſhall have broken thoſo 

5 t zeturn to them with — 0 Res 

ntance, ſteady R 3 to o * 

Ne for” is future. | Xing n 
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Ard, this 1 leads me to the: Bert Article. 
The Refarreckic of ile Body. This is added 
ge tho? before Chiiſtiatiity many from 
obſerving the natural Powers of the Sou 


Were able to collect it 's Immortality, no 
one ever conceived the like of the Body: 


that Was feen to die, to decay, to diſſolve, 
that it ſhall hereafter ariſe, and once more 
unite with the Soul is the doctrine of Chri- 


| Vanity only, had been deemed impoſſible but 


that it was effected in ths e Perſon of Chriſt, and 
could never have been looked upon as what 
Hall hap! en in Our's if he had not ſaid, 
Becauſe I live ye Shall live alſo. He aroſe 
from the dead to give an irreſiſtible -Teſti- 


mony to the truth of his Doctrines, as well 


as his Divinity; and thereby we are aſſured 


that when Chriſt who is, ou Life Juall a 
| th we We. Wa e, with fan "ks # 


And now. comes the laſt of hefe Articles 
And the Life Ever laſting. It i 18 placed the aft, 
and follows the Refurrèction of the Body, for 

5 this 


5 R 
ahis reaſon, that tho it is poſſible both che 
Puniſhments of the wicked, and the Rewards 
of good Men, may in ſome degree commencè 
from the Article of Death; the one in the ex- 
pectation of ſevere Torments at hand; the 
Other in the comfortable Aſſurance of ap- 
Proaching Felicity, yet 1 the Conſummation of 
neither will be till the general Reſurrection. 
But the principal thing we are to regard in 
this Article is the Word everlaſting, Whatever 
be the Puniſhment of the wicked, or the Reward 


of; good Men, both, we are told, in Scriptyre 


Will be everlaſting. — What then are the 
pleaſures of Sin that for theſe which laſt but 
for a Moment we ſubjeR ourſelves to Miſer 
without End; Or Ws the little difficulties 
in our Warfare againſt it, when for theſe we 
Thall -be crowned with Happineſs eternal! 


I have now gone thro' the ſeveral Articles 
of the Chiriſtiau Faith, and am next as a Cate- 
chiſt to aſk what doft thou chiefly learn in theſe 
Articles of thy Behef ? to which you anſwer 
Firſt I learn to believe in God the Father who 
kathi made me, and all the world; Secondly in 


God the Son who hath redeemed me, and all 


Mankind; and Thirdly in God the holy Ghaft 


who ſanfifeth me, and all the cle people 


„% God. This Anſwer which is prepared to 
-_> Hands will enable you to recollect them, 
5 and 
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1 ſhould now proceed to — ſecond ching 
promiſed for us at our Baptiſm which is that 
we ſhould keep God's holy will and Commands 
ines; ; but this we poſipoas,” At preſent I 
would recommend to you as a proper 
elufion of this Lecture that you be 


catutious how you give Ear to thoſe: ed 


would corrupt your Faith. There are many 
now a days and there have been, from tbe 


1. 


iſt preaching of Chriſtianity, many 
would turn 4/ide, if it were poſi This, 1 
very Llect- beware of them, and hold fa 
the Profeſſion of your Faith without © waver- 
ing. Your Belief or Creed is the Form of 
feund words delivered to the ſamts + when- 
ever you repeat it therefore beg of God to 
continue you in this Faith. and I cannot recom- 
mend to you a better Form tl:an that which 
St. Thomas made uſe of, Lord, I believe, wod 
_ my eee 


Ya b LECTURE, This, 
| * 
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LECTURE third. 
E are now advanced to the third 
thing promiſed in our Name at being 
ba 855 namely that we ſhould keep God's 
holy will and Commandments. Theſe Com- 
| mandments are Ten as ſet forth in the 2oth. C. 
Of Exodus, and may either be conſidered 
as contained in two Tables in the form they 
were delivered to Moſes b; Or as they have 
two principal Objects; our Duty towards 
God, and our Duty towards our Neighbor. 
The firſt Table, or the firſt: four RAGS ey” 
ments, relate to God; and the Second, or the 
remaining Six, to our Neighbor c 


* 


They were delivered to Moſes and from 
him to the Children of Iſrael; but they are 
nevertheleſs binding to us, becauſe they are 
of a Moral Nature; and whatever is ſuch, 
whether the Precept of an Heathen, or the. 
Religion of a Jew, our Savior came not to 


deſtroy, but to fulfill. 


The Firſt of theſe Commandments com- ps 
prehends principally theſe two- doctrines, = 
That there is a God, and that there is but 
oned, 


That there i is a God, is manifeſt from the 
F. "Lhe 


* N Stig L : 3 * 
* * . 
| ap 4 ö 
Y * Vo j ' 
> 


Light of Nature : The 8 the Order, 
the Harmony, the great Wiſdom in accom- 


mo dating every thing to Itſelf, and others, 


do with irreſiſtible Force make us ſee, and 


acknowledge this Truth. — That there is but 
One too appears from that Simplicity, and 


Uniformity of Tn, which are manifeſt in 
the whole of his Work. - But we need not 


truſt to the Light of Nature, and Reaſon ; 
for tho' theſe would ſatisfy moſt Minds, 


Revelation muſt ſatisfy all. To your Bible 
I ſend you, better far than all other Ora- 


_ cles; ; hear that, and it will tell you that 


Fe all are his Offspring ; and that the Lord 


WT 16 Dea 5 1 that there is none beſide him. 


* 7K Commandment a forbids all 
ola "confines our worſhip to the true 


God, and as it condemns the Atheiſt who 
believes, or rather pretends to believe in 
none, ſo it condemns thoſe who worſhip 
more than one. Of this kind are all thoſe 


who like antient Rome fall down to the Stock 


of a Tree, and thoſe who like. modern Rome 
worſhip Saints and Angels, the Virgin Mary, 


and Relicts. In this view of the Command- 


ment therefore we who are 8 
that is, we who are of the refo 

Church, broken looſe from the Errors and 
Corruptions of Popery, are but little con- 
cerned. But there is the Spirit, as well as 
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the Litter ; and every one of us ſhould 


conſider whether this Belief of ours has 
been, and is ſucceeded by a ſuitable Prac- 


. tice : for Inſtance, I have not diſbelieved 
the Being of God; — I have not paid Ado- 


ration to àny other. But have I paid 


Adoration to Him? have I ſerved, have I 


worſhiped, have I loved that One? have 
I IE it with all my Heart, with all my 
Mind, with all my Soul, and with all my 
Strengt th? haye I not ſuffered the pleaſures 
of the World to ſtep in between me and 
him? have I not trufted in Man for Defence, 


and ſet afide my Maker, to pay Court 
to him? have I not been more afraid to 


loſe a Great man's Favor than his; and 


raſhly adventured to make what I knew 
my Duty give place to Intereſt ? have I ne- 
ver robbed him of his due Honor, and fluſh- 
ed with ſucceſs been tempted to think, and 
raſh enough almoſt to ſay; By my Strength, 
and Cunning, and by the Power of * hands. 
laue J done this? 


All theſe, and -more Reflections ariſe from 
this Commandment, and ſhew plainly that 
merely to believe chere is a God, while that 


Belief operates not on our Practice, leaves 


us little better than Atheiſts; is not half of 
what is required, and therefore cannot poſſi- 


oy lave Us. FE | 
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As the Firſt Commandment prohibits the 


Worſhip of any false God, the Deſign of the 
Second is to prevent our worſhiping the true 
in a wrong, and improper Manner e. God is 
a Spirit, and they who worſhip him muſt 
worſhip him in Spirit, and in Truth. All 
Repreſentations of him by ſenfible Objects 
derogate from his Nature, and debaſe our's. 
But in this reſpe& alſo we Proteſtants are not 
at firſt view concerned. I drop it therefore to 


make room for one or two obſervations ne- 
ceſſary for your inſtruction. There are ſeveral 


Paſſages in the Commandment which are ge- 
nerally miſunderſtood ; theſe therefore I ſhall 
endeavour to explain. YT 1 


The firſt of theſe is, I the Lord thy God am 
a jealous God. Now we are not to underſtand 
that kind of Jealouſy which we ſee in earthly 
Princes: In them it ariſes from the Poſſibility, 
that their Authoriry may ſuffer Diminution. 
But this cannot happen to God; we cannot 
profit, nor hurt him; and therefore he can- 
not in that ſenſe be ſaid to be jealous. No, 
he is jealous for our ſakes, not his own: 
Jealous, leaſt as Idolatry naturally leads to 
other, and many Immoralities, withdraws 
us from true Virtue and Holineſs, and 
betrays us into vile ſuperſtitions, we ſhould, by 
giving the Honor due to him to graven Images, 


and other Repreſentations, to Pictures, and 


Relicts, 
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Relicts, have our notions corrupted, and our 
wills and affections diverted from the beſt and 


nobleſt, to the worſt and moſt unworthy of all 


Objects. 


The next Expreſſion that ſeems to need 


Explaination is this, Viſiting the fins of the 
Fathers upon the Children unto, the third and 
fourth Generation. This at firſt fight appears 
very contradictory to our notions of God, of 
whom we cannot help conceiving Ideas of in- 


finite Juſtice, and infinite Mercy. And again 


it is directly contrary to his own Declarations 
by the Mouth of a Prophet ( ſee Ezek. C. 18) 
'To remove therefore the wrong Impreſſions 
which this may poſſibly have made upon ſome 
weak and illiterate Perſons, I muſt deſire you 
to obſerve that the ſentence is not compleat 
unleſs you add of them that hate me, or as it is 
in the Original of them hating me: continuing 
that is in their Fathers Sins, hating deſpiſing 
and diſobeying me as they did. It the Children 
do this they are juſtly obnoxious to their -Fathers 


Puniſhment, but where they act otherwiſe, 


they do not ſuffer for their Fathers Sins, they 
will be viſited for their own only: agreeably 
to what we find in the Prophet above- 
mentioned, and particularly in theſe words, 


the Son ſhall not bear the Iniquity of the Father, 


neither ſhall the Father bear the Iniquity of 
the Son; the Soul that ſinneth It ſhall die. 
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This clears up the Senſe of the Paſſage and 


prepares us to receive, and rely on the next, 
ſbewing mercy unto thouſands of them that love 
me, and keep my Commandments. What an 


amiable Impreſſion doth this leave upon us, 


and what an Idea doth it give of the divine 
Goodneſs and Mercy, which while his Juſtice 


extends in puniſhing no farther than the third 


or fourth Generation, protracts itſelf unto 
thouſands in bleſſing. 


This I think is all that is neceſſary to be 
ſaid upon this Commandment, unleſs it be to 
propoſe a few ſober Queſtions which it may 
not be amiſs to put to Ourſelves. As for 
Inftance; It is true I do not repreſent God 
under ſenfible Images, and ſo far I do not 
tranſgreſs this Commandment ; but do I not 
in mine own mind form wrong, and unbe- 
coming conceptions of him? Or if I do not, 
farther than from the Nature of a finite 
Being, I cannot avoid; do I behave towards 
him agreably to my conceptions? Do I always 


act as if in his Preſence ?— Do] always act as 


one perſuaded that the wicked are an 
Abomination to him, and that the righteous 
only are his Delight ?— Do I approach him 
with Reverence both in public and private? 
Have I in all places, and at all hours an awful 
ſenſe of his Majeſty, and make it the ſtudy, 
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and Ambition of my Life to recommend 
myſelf to his Favor? | 


Theſe, and and many ſuch Reflections will 
ariſe to us when we conſider the ſecond 
Commandment in it's due Latitude; but they 
muſt in great meaſure be left to ourſelves.— 
I proceed therefore to explain to you the next. 


This is intended to preſerve in our minds 
a conſtant reverence for our Maker; that 
after we have been taught to acknowledge 
him to be God, and to worſhip him in a right 
manner, we ſhould never mention his holy 
name without Honor: we are therefore to 
eſteem it ſacred, and religiouſly abſtain from 
all Abuſe, and Profanation of it f. | 


The firſt of theſe is proftituting it to the 
purpoſes of Deceit : the moſt flagrant of which 
is Perjury. The next is raſh Swearing in com- 
mon Conversation, careleſſly and wantonly 
invoking the great God of Heaven upon 
every light and trivial Occaſion.— A third is 
ſwearing by other things without mentioning 
his Name. This many look upon to be in- 
nocent ; but I would have them obſerve two 
things; the one is that by this cautiouſneſs 
it is plain they can forbear ſwearing if they 
will; the other is that ſwearing by any 


Creature is virtually fwearing by the Creator: 
18 ET this 


Va — 
— * — * 
R . 7 . 
* * 4 % 
* P ˙ ö ²˙⅜ Ä —0⁰⅛Ü ———— 


29 


this our bleſſed Savior was pleaſed to declare 
and to explain upon the Mount. MWhoſo 
ſweareth by the Altar, ſweareth by It, and all 


things thereon; And whoſo ſweareth by the 
Temple, ſweareth by It, and. by Him who 
dwelleth therein And he that ſhall ſwear by 
Heaven, ſweareth by the throne of God, and 
by him that fitteth Thereon. and therefore he 
gives us this Commandment, ſwear not at all. 


Next to ſwearing is prohibited that common, 
but diabolical Sin of Curſing: and let him who 
addicts himſelf to it recollect the fallowing 
paſſages: let him look into them as he would 
into a Glaſs, he will ſee his own Features in 
both. He loveth not Bleſſing, therefore ſhall 
it be far from him: His delight is in Cur ſing, 
and it ſhall happen unto him: Tt ſhall be even 
as the Girdle that he is always girded withall. 
That is, the Curſe of God ſhall fall upon him, 
ſhall never depart from his houſe, but ſhall 
conſtantly perſue him to the end of this Life, 
and in that which is to eome. 


The next thing forbidden in the third Com- 
mandment is every kind of profane and 
blaſphemous Talking, Many men who dare 
not be wicked in Deed, are abominably ſo in 
what they ſpeak; but let all ſuch remember 
what the Scriptures tell them: by thy Words 
thou ſhall be gufiified, and by thy Words thou 


ſhalt, 
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ſhalt be condemned: let them hear farther what 
the Evangeliſt ſays, weer Idle Word which 
men ſball ſpeak they ball give account thereof 
at the day of Fudgme 15. And if this be true 


what muſt they expect who take every op- 


pertunity to ridicule God and Religion, to the 


ſcandal of all ſober Chriſtians, and indeed of 


common Senſe! 


The next thing neceſſary to mention is 
making raſh Imprecations, and Vows. Whoever 
is guilty of this muſt be convinced that he prays 
for, or VOWS, either what is falſe, or unlawful 


or what is vain, and un rofitable. He that is 


guilty of the firſt does the greateſt deſpite to 
God, and Religion he can poſſibly offer; he 


beſides breaks in upon prior and unalter- 


able obligations not to do, or wiſh done, the 


things he vows to do, or prays for. And he 


who commits the latter, vows, or prays out of 
meer wantonneſs: that is he makes God a Party 
in a matter ſo trifling, that were he to take the 
ſame liberty with a fellow creature he would 
get chaſtifed for it. Shameful thus to offend 
our Maker, our Redeemer, and our Judge; 
While we are kept in awe by one another, 
by 4 Man that is a Worm; and the Son of Man 
that is a Worm! 


Bai if none of theſe Confiderations will deter 
bim, let him take warning by the example of 
G- : Jephtha 
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jephtha, who by Fa raſhneſs of his yow 
doomed his Daughter to Death, and himſelf 
to a Life of Miſery: And alſo of the Jews, 
who by their Imprecation at the Condem- | 
nation of the Innocent jeſus when Pilate 
would have acquitted him, and delay'd to 
paſs Sentence all he had waſhed his Hands 
and declared he was innocent of his Blood, 
cried out his Blood be on us, and on our Child- 
ren. It fell on them, and their Poſterity, 
and to this hour viſibly | purſues them with 
| mee Severity. | 


I go on to the F on Commandment 
which is Remember that thou keep WF) the 
Sabbath Day = 


Of the Morality, a * of the 
Obligation to obſerve this Precept you muſt 
needs be convinced: for tho* the appointment 
of one Day in ſeven, orof any particular Day 
in preference to another, is meerly arbitrary, to 
be changed as Times and Circumſtances ſhall 
require; or as it ſhall pleaſe the original 
Inſtitutor to vary them; yet the nature os is 
moral, the Duties it requires moral, and every 
man, at every Age, and in every Place, is 
bound to o obſerve it. | | 


It was at its firſt Inſtitution given to the Jews: 
the intention of it is the ſame now, as it was 
before 


En 


before Chriſtanity; to ſerve and worſhip God, 
to beneſit ourſelves, and others, in the nobleſt 


of inſtances, and to make all Creatures happy 


and at reſt with mankind. The only difference 
is in the Day: the Jews obſerved it in com- 
memoration of God's reſting from his works, 
and therefore conſecrated to it the Seventh Day 
of the Week k; and we obſerve it, in remem- 
brance of a greater Bleſſing derived to us by 
the Reſurrection of Chriſt, on the fit l. The 
Morality of it therefore both with reſpect to us 


and to them is apparent; and ſo will preſently | 


be the Utility, and Advantages of it. 


No ſuch and fo great are the Utility and 
Advantages of this Inſtitution, that our Creator 
in injoining it gave the greateſt inſtance of his 


univerſal Benevolence. For has he not by this 


provided, that amidſt the fatigues both of Mind 
and Body which we all in ſome ſhape ex- 
perience, there ſhould be Time for Relaxation, 
a proper ſuſpence of Labour, and a neceſſary 
recreation given to our wearied Faculties? To 

think, and to be wakeful, is needful ; to ſleep, 
and be ſecure, is as much ſo: ſee a man de- 
prived of this, and you ſee an injured machine: 
keep the mind too long intent, and you find a 
Mad-man, or Ideot. On the contrary indulge 
him too long in Indolence and you find 
him enfeebled, and hurt. In no inſtance there- 
fore are the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of God 
5 WS more 
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more apparent than in commanding the Sab- 
bath, wherein ſo mueh Reſt is given as is 
neceflary for every good purpoſe, and not 


enough for a bad one. 


Neither is this confined to Ourſelves, but is 
extended even to Brutes, all fuch I mean as are 
employed in our immediate ſervice. It is no 
fanciful conceit, nor any affectation of ſtudied 
Refinement to inſiſt that Theſe too, if deprived 
of reaſonable reſpite from Labour, would much 
ſooner decay, would ſoon fink in value, and 
'i every man, upon experience finds that to be 
* a good Maſter to them is to be a good Steward 
* to himſelf, | , : 


But this is not all the intention of God in this 
Precept: he means to teach us. Mercy even 
unto Beaſts; that we have a right to uſe the 
Creatures, but not to abuſe them, And ſure it 
goes farther, and tells us that if even theſe 
which in Pride we look upon as made, and 
fed, only for us; if theſe I ſay are entitled to ſo C 
much compaſſion, it is ſtill more out of t 
character, and a much greater offence to deny | 

it unto thoſe whoſe nature is the ſame with our 4 
own, and who for the offices they perform t 
under us, and from whom we derive half our n 
Enjoyments, have a right to our Gratitude. n 

Theſe are Reaſons that both we, and our 
cattle ſhould reſt one day in ſeven; but there 
arg 
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are others befide, and of a kind ſo interefting 
that I hope it will be ſufficient to name them. 
And the firſt is that unleſs we retire on the 
Sabbath from the Buſineſs, the Hurries, the 
Pleaſures, and Impertinences of this Life, we 
have no time to think of, and prepare for the 
next: for it is with our ſpiritual concerns, as it is 
with our worldly ; if the Man of Trade does 
not now and then take account of his Stock, ex- 
amine, and ſet down his Dealings, compute 
his Loſſes, and his Gains, correct paſt 
Miſtakes, and think upon a ſcheme to prevent 
future; the moſt inconſiderate Man living will 
tell you he will ſurely be ruined. The fame 
is required in our ſpiritual concerns; but this 
cannot be done every day: indeed it can 
then only be done when we have no other 
Buſineſs, and all around, in like manner en- 
gaged with themſelves, leave us diſengaged, and 
at Leiſure, 9 7 


If Sundays therefore ought thus to be Seaſons 
of Reſt, and ſuch excellent purpoſes are intended 
to be ſerved by them, it behovesus to employ this 
Reſt ſo as may beſt anſwer theſe purpoſes. We 
are therefore to keep the Sabbath holy; we are 
to reſt, but it is from the Buſineſs of our ordi- 
nary Callings in order to perform greater, and 


more eſſential duties; to recolle& ourſelves, 


and our proſpects; and cultivate an acquain- 
tance with the perfecteſt Being: to praiſe him, 
14 : | to 
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to thank him, to pray to him both in public, 


and private; to converſe with good Men, and 


good Books; to ſhew ourſelves the Diſciples 


of Chriſt, by loving thoſe whom he loved, and 


ſhewing forth our Gratitude to him, by making 
them happy. 1 | 


But this is not all, nor let any one think ſo; 


Thou thyſelf art injoined this, and ſo are thy 
Son, and thy Daughter, thy Man- ſer vant and thy 
Maid. ſervant, and the Stranger within thy 


Gates. All Parents, and Guardians; all 


Maſters of Families, or Schools; all who have 
Influence from their Proſſeſſions, Office, 
Situation, or Intereſt, muſt not only themſelves 
perform theſe duties, but muſt endeavour to 
make others do the ſame. Nor let them 
deſpair of ſucceſs in their endeavors; only let 
them take care to ſet the exa mple, and they 
will ſoon ſee it followed, at leaſt within their 
own Gates, 


I ſhould now proceed to the ſecond T able, or 
that part of the Commandments which contain 


our duty to our Neighbor, but this I ſhall wave 


while I ſet before you a Review of a Sunday as 


it is uſually obſerved, to our ſhame be it ſpoken, 


in this Chriſtian Country. Some are idly 
ſantring in the Fields; others, which is moſt 
amazing Impudence, in the Streets, in the 
very Avenues to the Houſe of God: Some are 
| drinking 


= WO "OP 


8 


4% © OO 


(57) 


drinking at Alehouſes, and, becauſe that is not 
bad enough, gaming: Some are on the Road, 
taking Journeys which are not at all neceſſary, 
and might as well be poſtponed: Others, in 


defiance of all Laws human as well as divine, 


exerciſing their Trades, or locked up in ſhame- 
ful commerce with Mammon, and ſaying unto 
it thou art my God. | 


To check this in ourſelves and others, let us 
not forget that the Sabbath is obſerved in re- 
membrance of our Savior's Reſurre&ion ; that 
his Reſurrection is the - forerunner, and 
aſſurance oſ Ours; that the ſtate which ſhall 
commence ſrom that Inſtant will be happy, or 


miſerable; and this as we ourſelves make it by 


our-Behavior in this World, It may be moſt 
glorious; but in our Road to it we have many 
Opponents, many Frailties and bad Tendencies, 
that ariſe from ourſelves; and - many Impedi- 
ments that we meet with from others: that 
therefore great Care, and great Caution are 
requiſite ;' and that ſince it is not poſſible to be 
always on our Guard, the place of Security 1s 
the place of Retirement: one half of our 
difficulties we by this may ſurmount; we baſſle 
Temptations by keeping out of their way, and 
when we muſt come in fight of them, we 
meet them armed, and forewarned.— But do 
we thus attack them, or do they thus attack us, 


when we eſtimate neither their ſtrength, nor 
our's; 
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our's; when we will not give ourſelves 


time to prepare for them; when we neither 
ſuſpe& danger abroad, nor ſeek the friendly 
Shelter at home? He who religiouſly keeps 
the Sabbath will: be ſheltered: at home, and 
ſuch Reſolution, ſuch Armour, will ariſe to him 
thence, that when the Avotations of buſineſs 
call him abroad, he will find his Feet to tread 
ſure: the impreſſions of Religion will be a 
match for the World, and the ſeventh 8 a 
ſecurity! to the reſt of the an 


I might. now proceed to ſhew the con- 
ſequencies of negleRing this Duty, but Tam 
prevented in it by your own Reflections. Is it 
not the confeſſion of half you ſee ruined, Is 
it not lamented by all you ſee executed, the 
they firſt forſook he Church on the Sabbath, 


and-that ten — GOD FORSOOK THEM * 


LE CTUR E Fourth. | 


LECTURE Fourth. 


1 now proceed to explain the ſecond Table of 
the Commandments. This contains our a 
Duty towards our Neighbor, and ſets out with 1 
this, Honor thy Father and thy Mother a. 1 


Here it is obſervable That the Command- 
ment begins where Nature itſelf does, 
for altho* Chriſtianity doth inſpire a general 
Love and good will, nay has bidden us ts konour 
all Men, ſtill it does not in the leaſt abate of 
that kind of Honor which we pay our Parents 
above all others; they deſerve, and juſtly 
claim it moſt. For this Reaſon, as well as others 
it ſtands the firſt-in this Table. Another is be- "1 
_ cauſe it has a reward expreſsly annexed to it, 11 
which none of the reſt has, that thy days may be 

long in the Land which the Lord thy God grveth thee. wa 
A third is becauſe there is ſomething as it were 15 
divine in the object of it; for whereas not to $82 
commit Murder, Theft, Adultery, not to bear 
falſe witneſs, nor to covet, is ſaid to be virtuous; 
to honour and obey our Parents is ſtyled pious. 
A fourth is becauſe Obedience to this includes 
Obedience to many others; for from hence we 
ü H | learn 
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learn and are naturally led to apply i it to other 
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This bein enen I will next confider 
how far the ng prof of this Commandment ex- 
tends. And firſt,to honour ourFatherand Mother 
requires of us to make them fuitable returns of 
Eove and Aſſiſtance, to reſpect their Authority, 
and to ſubmit to it, to have in remembrance 
what they have done, and felt for us; that to their 
Care, under God, we owe our preſervation in 
childhood, our maintenance and ſupport in 
youth, eur education, and eſtabliſhment” in 
life: that by their Inſtructions we have been 


1 from Wickedneſs, by their Wiſdom 


om Folly, by their Labour from Want, and 
_ by: their Indulgence: from Pain. In ſhortthat to 
them we are indebted for moſt of our preſent 
Enjoyments, and for our Capacity to encreaſe 
and IN them. One principal: deſign of 
the QOmmand. 
grateful; to make us ſtudꝝ to give them as little 


Pain, and as much Pleaſure as we can; to be a 


Comfort, and a, Stay, and: a Credit to them. 
de can never be ſaid to obey this Command 


ment wWhd either brings down their grey Hairs: 


With Sorrow, or declines to rock their Cradle in 


age: In their Age We mut ſupport rt them, in their 


neceſſities: relieve them; in their Baht 


n thoms,. in thoir Lives bleſs them; as 
they 


ent: therefore is to make us 
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they Hive bleſſed us, and in their es 


weep over them. 


And what if it ſhould be the hard Fate of 
ſome to meet with Parents who negle& their 


duty to them, this cannot eancel theirs: we 


muſt ſubmit not only to the good und genths, 
but alſo to the fraward, 5 this and 2 only 
we may hope that our days will be long, and 
that our Piety will return home to ourſelves: 


experience will encourage us in the expectation; 


for how few undutiful Children do we Tee 
happy Parents, and how few do we meet 
with unhappy in theit Children who were 


dutiful to their own ! 


But this Commandment 1s not confined to 
our natural Parents, but extends to many other 
Relations; ſuch as to the King, the common 

Father of his Country; we are therefore to 
honour him, to ſerve him, and humbly obey 
him. It requires in the next place ſubmiſſion 
to Magiftrates, to the Miniſters of God's Word 
and Sacraments, to Guardians and Maſters ; 
farther it requites it towards all. our Betters, 
and challenges Reverence to the Aged, Vener- 
ation to the Wiſe and Prudent, Reſpect and 
Deference to the rich and powerful, but more 

pecially towards thofe, in whatever ſtate 
they are placed, that excel us in Virtue, and 


fer oo Examples. 
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The next Commandment is Thou ſhalt do 
no Murder b. F 


The firſt and principal breach of this is wil- 


fully deſtroying the Life of another; and it is 
forbidden firſt, becauſe it is committing a Rob- 


bery on God, and taking away by Force 


what he only has a Right to diſpoſe of: and 
| ſecondly, becauſe it is depriving another of the 


moſt valuable of human Poſſeſſions. For theſe 
reaſons, as well as on account of the injury 


which Society receives in loſing one of it's 
Members, we find that God allow'd no ſatis- 


faction for the life of a Murderer: other Crimes 
might be commuted for by Sacrifice, and Re- 


tribution ; other offenders might lay hold of the 


Altar, but the Murderer could be taken. from 
thence. ( ſee Exod. 21. 14.) By the Law of 
Nations too he was adjudged worthy of the 
greateſt Puniſhment, no leſs than Life for Life. 
And ſo we find that when the Viper faſtened 
on the Hand of St. Paul upon his coming 
aſhore, the Barbarians inſtantly concluded that 


no doubt he was a Murderer whom tho* he had 
2 the Sea, yet Vengeance ſuffered not to 


IVE 


Next to the Murder of another is forbidden 
Self Murder, the guilt of which ariſes from ſome 
of the Cauſes juſt mentioned; namely no one 
has a right to anticipate the call of God, or 

RNs | diſpoſe 
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diſpofe of his Gift: and again no one is at 
liberty to withdraw himſelf from his Family, 
his Relations, his Neighbor, nor from the 
Public; all which are intitled to his help and 
aſſiſtance, and have-an Intereſt and a Right in 
his Life. | 


Thus far the Commandment is founded in 


Morality and the common ſenſe of mankind, 


and the letter of it marks the extent of it. But 
Chriſtianity carries it farther, and we tranſgreſs 
it, tho' in a leſs, yet in a very culpable degree, 
whenever we 1njure, or give pain to another 
man's Perſon ; whenever we tempt him to ex- 
ceſſes that impair his Health, and ſhorten his Life; 
whenever we indulge in Luxury, and ſhorten 
our own. In ſhort whenever we tranſgreſs the 
bounds of 'Temperance, and do not, far as in 
us lies, protect, preſerve, and lengthen out 
both our own Life, and the Life of our 


Neighbor, 


Thus much for the fixth Commandment, the 
next is, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery ©, The 
Crime here forbidden was puniſhed even by 
Heathens with Death; and no wonder, for 
next to Murder this is the greateſt injury we 
can do another. And as in Murder the injury 


is not confined meerly to the object, but 


ſpreads itſelf far and wide, ſo Adultery draws 


along with it a horrid train of Evils, It 


ſeparates 
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ſeparates the neareſt Relations, deſtroys all 
Connections, and the beft of Friendſhips, lays 
the foundation of inextricable confuſions, im- 
placable diſſentions, occaſions murders, and 
the moſt tragical Events, and poiſons all that 
confidence in a genuine Iflue that animates our 
_ endeavours to provide for it. Nor is this an 
evil of a private Nature; it deſtroys that ſacred 
Cement that links us together in Amity, and 
is the very ſoul of Society. The Adulterer 
therefore 1s not an Enemy to one man, or two 
men, but to mankind in general. For this 
reaſon it is that by the Law of Moſes both the 
Adulterer and Adultereſs were ſentenced to 
Death, and hence it comes to paſs that in the | 
Goſpel it is poſitively declared that Whore- 
mongers and Adulterers God will fudge, — that 
the Lord knoweth how to reſerve the unjuſt unto f 
the day of Judgement, but chiefly them that walk N © 
after the Fleſh in the Luft of Uncleanneſs.—that Il * 
becauſe of theſe things cometh the Wrath of God b 
upon mankind,— and again T hat no Whoremonger l 
8 
n 


nor unclean Perſon, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Chrift, and of God. — And the 
Apoſtle repeats it with great earneſtneſs, and 
ſolemnity, 7 the which I tell you before, as I 
have alſo told you in time paſt, that they who do 
uchi things ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God, 


But as in the preceeding Commandment 
many lefier Crimes are prohibited befides 
| the 
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the capital one which is Murder, ſo in this 
many. are forbidden beſides Adultery. Ye 
have heard, ſaid our Savior, that it was ſaid by 
them of old time T how ſhalt not commit Adultery. 
but I ſay unto: you whoſoever looketh on a-Woman 
to luſt after her hath. committed Adultery with 
her m his heart. We muſt therefore watch 
and correct our very Inclinations to this Vice; 
as the only means to preſerve us from leffer 
Acts of Incontinence; for theſe alſo are 


forbidden as well as the other. Theſe are 
| bafe, and beaſtly; occaſion Sickneſs and 


Infirmities; entail diſeaſes on an innocent 
Poſterity, and are certain Inftruments to bring 
us to Poverty, and Diſgrace. — Take heed 
therefore how you indulge a looſe Defire, 


how you ſuffer it to ſtay a Moment with you: 


think not you may trifle with Virtue, the 
tranſition to Vice is eaſy, the partition between 
them not ſo ſtrong as you think it. — Again 
as your Thoughts ſhould be modeſt ſo ſhould 
your Words: remember that your Bodies are 
the Temples of the holy Ghoſ?, and your greateſt 
glory to keep them under fubje&tion; re- 
member alſo that for every idle word ye muſt 


give Account; And theſe together will teach 


you to: walk: honeſtly as in the Day, not in 
rioting: and Drunkenneſs, not in CO 
and Wantonneſs, but, laying aſide naughtineſs 
and filthy ſpeaking, to poſſeſs your Veſſel in 
Sunctiſication amd Honor. ; | 
185 e The 
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The Eighth Commadment is; Thou halt 
not Steal d. The firſt thing forbidden in this 
Commandment is robbing b Violence. This 
by the Law of Nations is infamous, and to be 
puniſhed with Death: the next is ſtealing by 
Fraud and Secrecy: and the reaſon for 
prohibiting both is that were they univerſally 
practiced there could be no Property, no 
Security, no Encouragement for honeſt In- 
duftry, no Peace, but the World would be a 
ſcene of general Rapine, Plunder, and Diſtreſs. 
Here too as in other Commandments the 
Prohibition extends to diverſe Offences, 
which branch from the capital one, partake of 
it's Nature, and will ſhare in its Puniſh- 
ment. Such are uſing falſe Weights and Mea- 
ſures; over-reaching in Bargains; taking Ad- 
vantage of the Ignorance, the Foible, or 
Neceſſities of others. Such alſo is withholding 
from another what is juſtly his Due, tho' 
what he cannot legally recover; neglecting 
to pay our juſt Debts, or contracting more 
than we can reaſonably hope to diſcharge. 


He who does any of theſe, or things like them, 


Reals; and ſo does he who, tho' he avoids 
tranſgreſſing the meer Letter of the Command- 
ment, acts not up to the Spirit and Intention 
of it: the Intention of it is that with the ſame 
Meaſure we would have our Neiglibor mete to us, 
.we mete to him, that we guard and pro- 
tet his Property, as we would have 
2 our 
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our own protected; and if perchance formerly 


we have any way injured it, that we make 


Retribution. All this is ificluded in the com- 
mandment ; let him therefore that ſtole, ſteal no 


more, but rather let him labour, working with his 


hands the thing that is right, that he may have to 
give to him that needeth. 
The man who from fear of Povetty, or which 


is oftener, if not always the Caſe, from fear 


of application to far honeſter means, to Labour 
and Induſtry, fuffers himiſelf to be drawn into 
Theft, is ſure to meet with Shame and 
Puniſhment here, and will never arrive at 
that new Heaven, and new Earth, wherein 


dwelleth Righteouſneſs. —+ 


The Ninth Commandment is Thou ſhalt not 
bear falſe Witneſs againſt thy Neighbor <. 


This cannot be tranſgreſſed in its firſt and - 


capital ſenſe without Perjury ; the Sinfulneſs 


of which has been already ſhewn in what 


was ſaid on the Third, this Commandment 


therefore ſeems to intend and prevent a Crime 
different from it. It means after the three 
preceeding ones have guarded , the Life, 
and Property of our Neighbor, to preſerve in 
the next place his Reputation. Next to our Life 
and Property this is our moſt valuable Poſſeſſion; 
if our Life depends not upon it, our Property 
_ oftentimes does; but where there is a true 


Ec: - ſenſe 
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ſenſe of honour, this is even dearer than Life. 
He therefore who defignedly blaſts anothers 
good Name commits an Act of Cruelty, as well 
as Injuſtice; and the Criminality of it is 
encreaſed by his hurting another at the ſame 
time he doth not ſerve himſelf by it; It is the 


Act of the Devil, the grand Accuſer, as his 


name fignifies: and this is the Sinfulneſs of it 
with regard to our Neighbor. With regard to 
God, it is aſſuming his Province; Wuo art 
thou that judgeſt another's Servant? to his pro- 
per 9 he flandeth, or falleth: we are not 
to condemn where the judgment is God's; nor 
paſs a Cenſure on others till we have Authority 
for it. But what do we, when in private or 


public Converſe we indulge in Slander and 


Backbiting, in Whiſperings, and Miſrepreſenta- 


tions? in evil Surmiſings, and Ridicule ?—Is 


this chriſtian, think ye? is it even moral? No, 


it is neither of them. Let us not pretend to 


Humanity; that is too * natured to do it 


let us not pretend to Religion; that deteſts 
it; — let us not pretend ta good Breeding: that 
would bluſh at it;>let us not pretend to Witz 
true Wit is above it. Tis, Tinſel, tis Traſh; 
tis a littleneſs of Soul, 'tis a badnefs and 
depravity of Heart: and yet it poiſons every 


converſation. But for God's ſake let us put it 
away from us; we are not ſafe while this Spirit 


is abroad: we can have no Friendſhips, we can 
6, More is have 
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have no Neighborhood, we can have no 
Peace. | . 


But here ſome will aſk tho Imay not ſay what 
is falſe of my Neighbor, may I not ſpeak 
what is true? No, you may not even do that, 
if that be againſt him, If you require of me 
why you muſt not, J anſwer becauſe Charity, 
and this Commandment forbid it; Charity 
you will remember, is kind, it thinketh no 
Evil, much leſs doth it fpeak it: on the con- 
trary it covereth a Multitude of Sins. 


Theſe are the Reaſons that in the Levitical 
Law Moſes enacted that none ſhould go up and 
daun as a Tale bearer; and that our bleſſed 
Savior upon the Mount gave us in Charge ta 
judge not that we be nat judged. - Let us learn 
therefore to ſet a Watch befare our Mouth, and 
to keep the Door of our Lips: to take heed ta 
our Ways that we offend not with our Tongue ; 
and to have always imprinted on our memories 
what the Apoſtle ſays, By thy Words thou 


t * 


ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy Words thau ſpalt 


be condemned. : 


Thus much for the Nintn Commandment. 
The Tenth is given to enforce our Obedience 
to all the reſt of this Table, for the fit is 5 
concerned in it f, It goes to the bottom of 
things, and begins, where all evil Actions 
begin, at the Heart. In order to prevent 
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ſuch Actions, it corrects the Paſſions, and 


1 4% N WEIS Bo * * 
” : 
. 


(70) 


Appetites, the firſt Motives and Inclinations 
to them : without this human Nature is too 
corrupt, and irreſolute, to withſtand Temp- 
tation. If a Man will indulge himfelf in Hatred, 
and a Thirſt for Revenge, he will ſoon, in ſpite 
of a Command to the contrary, be guilty of 


Murder: if he will fan his Luft, and forbidden 


Deſires, from committing Adultery in his 


heart, he will commit it in fact. If he covets 


the property of his Neighbor, he will by and 
by ſteal it.— If he views with jealous eyes his 
Eſtimation in Life, he will ſacrifice Truth, and 
every thing virtuous, to detract from it, — But 
let him once learn the Art of Contentment, 
and that noble Maſtery over himſelf which 
diſtinguiſhes human Kind from the Brutes, 
and is our beſt, and moſt eminent Character ; 
and he will have no ſuch Temptations. 


This in general ſhews the Reaſonableneſs, 
and Excellence of this Commandment, that 
brings up the rear, is a kind of pledge for all 


the reſt, and muſt itſelf give way, be fore 


theſe can become ineffectual. 


With reſpect to Particulars, it is calculated 
to promote the happineſs of our Neighbor, and 
of Ourſelves: of our Neighbor, becauſe while 
we neither covet his Property, his Reputation, 
or Pleatures, we ſhall not endeavour to deprive 
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67 
him of any one of them. And with regard 
to Ourſelves, becauſe it will rid us of the moſt 
uneaſy fituation we can be placed in, a 


Py 


ſituation we reſolve to diſlike. - Yet this is the 
fituation of all who harbour the Monſter 


Envy, draw invidious compariſons between 


what is, or might have been, and for Hap- 


pineſs look beyond Home, 


The Folly of this one would think would 
be ſufficient to preſerve us from coveting; bur 
if this cannot, the Sinfulneſs of it muſt. And 
can it but be ſinful, as it is repining at Provi- 
dence, and ſaying others have too much, 


while we have too little? —Is it not to put 


ourſelyes in the place of the Almighty, and 
to ſuppoſe that we ſee as far into the Reaſon 


and Juſtice of things, our own nature, and _ 


the nature of others, as he does who is infinite 
in Wiſdom? Is it not in the laſt place the 
higheſt Ingratitude? for who is there that 
liveth, and doth not receive many bleſſings in 
this Life? bleſſings, which he doth not deſerve, 
nor could procure for himſelf? Are they not 
all of God? Are they not all his Boon who 
giveth freely all things, and upbraideth not. 


I have now gone through the Command- 
ments, and I am ſure I may affirm they are 
gone of them grievous, On the contrary they 


fre like every other thing which is required, or 
. forbidden 


4 Wot 


(72) 


forbidden by Chriſt, reaſonable in themſelves, 
leaſant in the performance, and productive 
both of private, and public Felicity. Very 
rightly therefore doth our Church teach us 
to beg of God to write all theſe his Laws in our 
Hearts. What they are I have endeavoured 
to explain to you, but you cannot with a better 
ſummary of them than that which is prepared 
for you in the Catechiſm in the anſwers to 
theſe two queſtions, viz. what ig thy Duty to- 
wards Ged?s. and what is thy Duty towards 7 
thy Neighbor bꝰ and I perſuade myſelf you will 
want no encouragement to peruſe them fre- 
2 when I add, that he who will conſider 
em With attention, cannot poſſibly be igno- 


- 


7 

| | | · 
rant of his Duty to either Object. In ſhort they |} , 
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are the cleareſt and the ableſt Compendium of 
both Tever met with. To them therefore I 
muſt now leave you, and proceed in the courſe na 
of theſe Lectures to explain the Lord's Prayer, 1 
ch 
he 
wW 
hr 
thi 
' Py 


LECTURE Fiſth; 


LECTURE Fifth. 


E have now gone through the ſeveral 
| parts of the Chriſtian Covenant, what 
is engaged for on the fide of God, and what 
on Our's: have ſeen what it 1s to be made a 
Member of Chriſt, a Child of God, and an In- 
_ heritor ofthe Kingdom of Heaven: And farther 
| what it 1s to renounce the Devil and all his Works, 
the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, 
and all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh : to believe 
all the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and to 
keep God's holy Will and Commandments. And 
now it very rightly follows that we heg of God 
to enable us to perform theſe Duties. But firſt. 
the Catechiſt reminds the young Chriſtian that 
he is not able to do theſe things of himſelf, nor to 
walk in the Commandments of God, and to ſerve 
him, without his Grace, which Grace, he tells 
him, he muſt learn at all times to call for by diligent 
Prayer, and then bids him ſay the Lord's Prayer. 


And here it is neceffary, as St. Paul ſays, 
that we pray with the Underſtanding, and that 
every one who makes uſe of the ſeveral Petitions 
contained in it, ſhould know the Senſe, and 
„ Intention 


404), 


Intention of them, for otherwiſe our Prayef̃ 


is meer jargon, and inſtead of an acceptable 
ſervice becomes Abomination. $i 


* 


I now therefore proceed to explain theſe 


Petitions; but firſt it may be uſeful to make one 


or two Obſervations, 


U 


Prayer is a duty founded in Nature; For 


we feel a thouſand Wants, and Infirmities; 
we find ourſelves unable to ſupply, and correct 
them; yet they are ſupplied, and corrected; 
this Re us to look up to the Fountain of all 
Goodneſs, and Power; and at the ſame time it 
ſhews us whom we are to praiſe for paſt 
mercies, teaches us whom we are to pray 
to for future. : | 


Secondly, as to the Matter of our Prayers. 
There is nothing requires our deliberation more 


than this. We really know not what to pray 


for: many things we take to be Bleſſings, 
which are in themſelves, and in their end, 
Curſes, Many things we look upon as in- 
nocent, which are really criminal. Others 
there are which, tho' indifferent to good and 


evil, are yet improper objects of our wiſhes. 


And laſtly there are ſome we are in- 


clined to aſk, tho we know them to be 


ſuch. | 
but 


: tos 
Bur our blefled Savior, the greateſt Friend 


to human Nature that ever exiſted, has pre- 
vented us in all theſe Inſtances, and given us 
2 Directory that points out to us what we 
ſhould pray for, and what we ſhould not pray 


for. 


But ſuppoſing us right i in the matter of our 


Prayers, we may nevertheleſs err in-the manner 


of them. We may like the Scribes, Phariſees, 
Hypocrites, make longer Prayers than are 
decent; as if Heaven was to be won, with the 
length of them: or like ſome, who diſſent ſrom 
us, diſdain to be confined to any ſet Form, and 
run into extempore effuſions; as if we may 
approach our Maker without ceremony, .and, 
tho we would labour an Addreſs to an earthly 
Prince, may negle& the manner in which we 
addreſs God. But this too our blefled Savior 
has guarded againſt, by furniſhing us with 
proper inſtructions how, as well as for what, 
we ſhould pray. And therefore as the Diſci ple 
did wiſely when he beſought him in help 
words Lord, teach us to pray, ſo ſhall we do 
well to obſerve his Directions when he replied 
after this manner pray ye. 


I go on then to explain the ſeveral Petition | 
in the Lord's Prayer. The Lord's Prayer, ſo 
called becauſe it was compoſed by him for the 


uſe of his Diſciples, begins thus, Our Father 
K which 


1 
which art in Heaven. And hereby it directs us 
to the true and only object of our Devotion; 
from the Sun, and Moon, and all the hoſt of 
heavenly bodies, from ſtocks and ſtones, from 
ſaints and angels, to him who created them 
all, whoſe ſervants they are, to God the Father 

almighty. 


It reminds us ſecondly that he is our Father; 
the origin of our Being, the protector and 
preſerver of it, the ſupply of our wants, our 
help in diſtreſs, our ſupport in trouble, 
our friend and all gracious benefactor. Fhis 
confideration fills us with Gratitude, and the 
next fills us with Awe; for who can addreſs 
this univerſal Father which is in Heaven, and 
2 not recolle& the infinite diſtance between him, 
= - and the greateſt of Mortals? who but muſt 
15 think humbly of himſelf, and conſider that he 
is but Duſt and Aſhes? that God is in Heaven, 
and he upon Earth? that therefore all the de- 
votion he can poſſibly expreſs in his words 
and actions, all the revergnce he can ſhew 
in bodily worſhip, is due th him: that he is to 
approach him humbly, petition him on his 
knees, and call forth eyery power of Soul and 
Body. in his ſervice? „ 
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It reminds us further of that place to which 
we all aſpire, and to have our. converſation in t. 
Heaven: to ſeparate ourſelves as far as may be t 
* has from 
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from the things of this Life, and ſet our affec- 
tions upon things above. RSS. 


The firſt Petition in the Lord's Prayer, thus 
underſtood, very naturally introduces the 
ſecond; hallowed be thy Name. A due re- 
flection on what went before will lead to this. 
Who can look up to God, and conſider him 
as that benevolent, and beneficent Being, from 
whom we receive all we enjoy at preſent, and 
all we. wiſh, and expe& hereafterz as the 
Lord of Heaven, where he fits throned in 
majeſty, and receives continual Praiſes from 
innumerable Angels, and Archangels, but 
muſt wiſh to join in their Hallelujahs? join 
with them hereafter we ſhall; and why not 


begin it na? gladly we catch the ſound, and 


let us waft it to the end of the World ! this and 
this only can give us a foretaſte of future 
Beatitudes, and the more we hallow his 
holy name upon Earth, the more we ſhall . 


 xejoice in it in his glorions Kingdom, 


And what doth this teach us but to men- 


tion his name with reverence, to honour 


him, and all that relates to him: not to 
profane the one, with ſwearing and curſ- 
ing; nor the other, with jeſting and light 
talking: but in all things approve ourſelves 
the ſervants of him whoſe name is holy, 
els: Moe. / EI ron 


and holieft of holies, and. hallowed throughout 
the World. 4 n 


The next Petition is. Thy Kingdom come. 
After being ourſelves convinced of the 
Glory due to God, we charitably pray that 
all Mankind may be the fame; and we 
mean by it, that his religion may ſpread 

cover the face of the whole Earth, and that 
all the kingdoms of the world be the 
kingdom of God, and his Chriſt.— Who- 
ever therefore offers up this Petition, muſt 
remember that it is indiſpenſably required 
of him to contribute all in his Power to this 
end; by ſetting an example of the chriſt- 
ian Life, by inſtructing the ignorant, and 
reforming the ſinner; by bringing into 
light thoſe who fit in darkneſs; converting 
the Infidel, and untutored Indian; by | 
uniting if poſſible all mankind in Love; 
bringing all without, into the Pale of, Chriſt's 
Church, and healing the Divifions among 
thoſe who are of it: In ſhort by propa- 
gating the Goſpel both at home, and 
Abroad, and letting our zeal in it keep pace 
with our Conqueſts, and other Connections. 
'This 1s what 1s primarily fignified in the 
Petition before us; and the next is, in 
the expreſſion of our burial - Service that 
he would 5 his Kingdom: that ſo 
when the end of Chriſt's coming ſhall 1 * 
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be fulfilled, and his kingdom on Earth 
eſtabliſhed, we and all thoſe who are departed 
this life may have our perfect conf! ummation 
and bliſs both in Body and Soul, in the next; 
in that eternal kingdom prepared for his 
Servant from the beginning of the World. 


T hy will be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. 
Here we pray that our Obedience may be like 
that of the holy Angels— Their obedience is 
uniform, and it is abſolute. Like it ours can- 
not be while we are converſant with an artful, 
and a wicked World; and are as much inferior 
to them in our Powers, as we are in our rank 
of Being: but as it is where our bleſſed 
Savior bids us to be E Ln even as our heavenly 
Father is perfect, ſo it is here; and all that is 
intended by it amounts to no more than this, 

that our obedience be as like that of the holy 
Angels as our nature will admit of; that we 
ſerve God with all our Heart, and with all 
our Soul, and with all our Strength. Beyond 
this we cannot go, for if we did, we ſhould 
ceaſe to be Men, and commence at once 
Angels.— 80 too tho we cannot, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, be like him who is the ſame yeſterday, 
and to day, and for ever, — whom ig no 
variableneſs, neither ſhadow of changing; yet 
we muſt endeavour : after it as much as we can: 
we do not his will on Earth, as it is done in 


Fare, while we — him by Fits, 2nd by 


Starts; ; 


( 80) 
Starts: we muſt remember that what is out 
duty this minute, is our duty the next; and to 
the end of our Life: and as no Figure in 
nature pleaſes ſo much as a Circle, becauſe it 
is uniform: ſo nothing recommends us both 
to God; and the World, ſo much as an uni- 
form courſe of acting; it ſhews we act from 


Principle, not Caprice; that we do not ſet up 


Baal againſt the Lord, nor halt between God, 
and Mammon: | | : 


This therefore is what we are to underſtand 
by this Petition. The next is G7ve us this Day 
our daily Bread. This in the firſt place teaches 
us to. moderate our appetites, and reduce our 
defires to an humble ſtandard. What we ſhall 
eat, or what we ſhall drink, or wherewithall 
we Dall be cloathed, is the concern of an 
Heathen, not a Chriſtian; theſe are his 
principal goods, they are the leaſt of ours: 
if theſe are not in his poſſeſſion, he knoweth 
not where to expect them; we know it, and 
are ſure to receive them. He that cloatheth 
the Field, we know will cloath us: he that 
Feedeth the Raven, will nuch more feed Man. 
This petition therefore teaches us to reſt upon 
his providence, which will never fail to bleſs 
our honeſt Induſtry, and to hear us when we 
pray with Agur that he would feed us with 
food convenient for us, and nothing more. 
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It teaches further a to extend our folicitude, 

to take no thought for the morrow; it 18 enough 

we provide for to day, to morrow will be as to' 

day— ſo too it cautions us againſt all im- 

moderate wiſhes; not to aſk for Wealth, or 

grandeur, or power, to be cloathed in purple 1 
and fine- linen, and fare ſumptuouſly; but to 9 
confine our petitions to what is neceſſary for our '"F 
preſent health and convenience.—And further 

it reminds us that ſo long as God fupplies us 

with theſe, we have all that is requifite: This 

is not our reſting place, we are but on the 

road; if we have ſufficient to make that 

tolerably comfortable *tis well, *tis enough; 

we hope to paſs over Jordan, and there to 

have our Mile and Honey; till then, ſo long 

as we have Manna, let us be content, 


The next thing we pray for is the Forgiveneſs 
of our Sins. In many things we all offend, 
( for who is there that liveth and fineth not? ) 
and who without forgiveneſs can efcaps 
Puniſhment? To obtain this for us, our 


bleſſed Sayior came upon Earth, ſuffered death © 

upon the Croſs, and now fitteth at the 5 | = 
hand of God to make Interceflion for us. But 10 
0 | 8 i - ) | ”»- . 24:48 
here we. muſt remember that Forgivneſs is =_ 
7 promiſed upon two expreſs Conditions: the "nh 
one is that we truly repent of our Sins; and the N 


other, that we forgive them that fin 3 us: 
egree 
as 


\ | forgive us our treſpaſſes, as, or inthe ſame 


(82) 


as, we forgive then tha treſpaſs aguinſ us. 
There are no two things in all the ſcriptures 
declared with more clearneſs, with more force, 
and, I might add, more frequently than theſe 
are: as to the firſt of them, St, Luke ſays; 
except ye repent ye ſhall all periſh: and as to 
the other, hear what your Savior ſays, in the 
Parable of the unforgiving Servant; O thou 
wicked Servant I forgave thee all thy debt 
becauſe thou defired/i me, ſboulaſt not thou 
alſo have had compaſſion vn thy fellow Servant, 

even 4 I had pity on thee ? as he had not, his 
Lord ordered him to' be delivered to the Tormen- 
tors, till he ſhould pay all that was due unto him: 
and leſt we ſhould miſapply, or miſunderſtand 
the Parable, he explains it to us; ſo likewiſe 
ſhall my heavenly Father do alſo unto you, if ye 

From your hearts for give not every one his Brother 
their treſpaſſes. | 


Of this we are feminded whenever we re- | 
peat this Petition: nay more, we acknowledge 
the juſtice, and the rectitude of it, and beg to 
be forgiven on this very Condition: to offer up t 
this Petition therefore, while .in our hearts we. c 

3 treaſure up Hatred, and a defire of Revenge, is: i 
* | the greateſt inſult we can offer to God; it is 1 

telling him, either that he knoweth not what 7 
paſſes within us: or that we pay no regard to i / 
what he hath been pleaſed to — 4 to 2 
1 offer & up, under thefe circumſtances, is 


| -_ — --  - effequully 


(83) 
effeciually t to preventſthe very good we pray 


for; we deſire at the ſame time not to be 


heard nay, it is worſe; it is in effect praying 


that we may not be forgiven. If therefore, 
for I cannot conclude this better, thou bring 
thy gift to the Altar, if either at Church, 
or in thy Cloſet, thou wouldeſt offer up the 
Lord's rs: and there remembreſt that thy 
Brother hath ought againſt thee, go thy way, 


Fr to be reconciled to thy Brother, and then 


come, and offer thy Prayer. 


But to proceed. Lead us not into Temp | 
tation. How much we are expoſed to Temp- 
tation, how much we are ſolicited by evil and 
corrupt affections within; and by cuſtom, 
faſhion, habit, and ſeducements from without; 
we know by ſad experience. We know too 
that our enemy is vigilant, that he walketh 
about ſeeking whom he may devour, and like 


Lion lurketh in thievi places to murder 


the innocent; we know alſo our Inability to 


withſtand him: many give themſelves no pains 


to do it, few of us take much: but ſuppoſe we 
did, we are not ſufficient of ourſelves, our 
ſufficiency is of God: and therefore to 
him muſt we pray, that we may be able to 


ftand- in the evil day, and having done all to 


and that he would put upon us his whofe 
armourz reflection, fortitude, prudence, 
he 2 1 | temperance 5 
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' temperance, virtue, and Je the Breaftplate 
of Righteouſneſs, the ſhield of faith, the or 
of the Spirit. If we do this, he will hear us, 
he hath promiſed, to our unſpeakable com- 
fort, that if we reſiſt the Devil, he ſhall flee 
from us; and altho' he ſuffers us for good 
and wife reaſons to be tempted, it ſhall not 
be above that we are able to bear, but with the 
temptation he will alſo make a way to Yours : 
At all times therefore, and eſpecially when we 
tind ourſelves wavering, ſhould we pray as 
we are here directed, lead us not into Temp- 
tation ; that is ſuffer us not to be led into it, 
for God cannot be tempted, neither tempteth he 
, any min; but he may, and doth, permit others, 
B and eſpecially our own hearts, to do it; 
and will, till we beg of him not to permit 
| it. Whenever therefore we ſay lead us 
[ not into temptation, we mean, do not Ju- 
dicially, and in anger, give us up to the 
Power of it. 

But deliver us from Evil. That is when- 
ever we are tempted, let it be for our good, 
and not to our deſtruction; let it be to ap- 
prove us reſolute in God's ſervice, determi- 
ned to oppoſe the World, the Fleſh and the 
Devil, rather than him; to ſacrifice the ſeem- 
ing pleaſures, and little intereſts of the 
world, to his ſervice ; to fight a good fight, 
to * our courſe, and obtain the Prize: 
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in ſhort to come oft like ſilver, purified in 
the Fire, the brigliter for every Trial. 

ode N | 


This we mean, or ſhould mean, whenever 
we repeat this Petition; and we mean fur- 
ther that God would deliver us from Pain, 
from Afflictions, cruel Trials, and from evil 
in general; but above all from the greateſt, 
and moſt fatal of them, the evil of - Sin at 
preſent; and the certain unavoidable Puniſh- 
ment that, without Repentance, will ſucceed 
it hereafter. 88 


Theſe are the things we are directed by this 
formto pray for: but as prayer is the conſequence 
of want, ſo praiſe is the conſequence of our 
want being ſupplied. And therefore as every one 
of us, in ſome ſhape or other receive every hour 
of our life many bleflings from God, we ſhould 
every hour add to theſe our petitions the 
tribute of our gratefulleſt praiſe. And indeed 
it is meet, right, and our 3 duty that we 
ſhould at all times, and in all places give 
thanks unto thee O Lord, holy Father, almighty 
everlaſting God ! rag jos with Angels and 
Archangels, and with all the company of Hea- 
ven: we laud and magnifie thy glorious Name; 
evermore praiſing tee, and ſaying, holy, holy, 
holy Lord God of Hoſts, Heaven and Earth 
are full of thy Glory. Glory be to thee O 
| : "Job Lord 


(86). 
Lord noſt high! we praiſ thee, we bleſs thee, 
we worſbip thee, we glorifit thee, we give thanks 

to thee, O Lord God, hedvenly King, God the 

Father almighty : and both in this preſent 
fate, and in that, which through thee, we hope to 
inherit, thine be the kingdom, and the power, and 
and the glory, for ever aud ever!. = 


Thus then I have gone through the ſeveral 
petitions in the Lord's prayer; at the End of 
which, as well as of the reſt of our prayers, 
we ſay Amen; by which we conclude our 
' requeſts, not only with a defire to be heard, 
but to ſhew further that what comes thus from 
our Lips, comes firſt from our Hearts; that 
we have well confidered what we are aſking, 
and are ſerious in it. To expatiate on the 
excellency of the compoſition ; it's propriety 
and perſpicuity; it's brevity, and yet it's 
comprehenſiveneſs; it's benevolence, and 
** uſefulneſs; is ſcarcely\ to be attempted. 

will therefore rather beg of you to uſe it 
frequently, at leaſt to uſe it Morning and 
Evening; you cannot begin, nor end the day 
better, you could not finiſh Life ſo well. 


To encourage to it I need only add © that 
** the eternal Son of God who was acquainted 
c both with our infirmities, and with their 
* Cure; who knew both what our condition 
** prompts us to aſk, and what his Father is 

- willing 
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willing to grant; e by whofe merits we 
are redeemed, and through whoſe name 
only we can expèct to be ſaved, hath 
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taught us thus to pray: and fince we 
offer up this prayer by his direction, we 

may reſt aſſured i it will be accepted through 
his ntercellion, * 


LECTURE Sixth. 


LECTURE Sixth. 


| I Am now brought to the concluſion of the 

church Catechiſm: have explained the 
chriftian Covenant, the chriſtian Faith, the 
chriftian Duties, and the chriſtian Prayer, 
In ſhort you have had a ſummary. view of the 
doctrines of our religion, and have nothing left 
but to confider the two principal ordinancies 
of it. Theſe you have ſet down in the anſwer 
to this queſtion- How many Sacraments hath 


Chrift ordained in his church? Two only a. 
The Jewiſh diſpenſation was loaded with 


innumerable Rites, and Ceremonies, and im- 
poſed a Yoke which neither the later Jews, 
nor their Fathers, were able to bear: but our 
blefſed Savior has relieved us from it, exchang- 
ed it for an eaſy, and light burthen, and in- 
ſtead of many principal ordinancies, has com- 
manded but Two. Theſe are Baptiſm, and the 
Lord's Supper b. Both theſe are Sacraments; 
and in order to conſider, and underſtand them 
as ſuch, it is neceſſary to enquire what is their 
naturÞ; or, in other words, what does properly 
conſtitute 


AMO — 2 ff. cows . ee ie ane 


4 


udn r „ 


1 


Iy 7 +4 we r 


(89) 


conſtitute a Sacrameniſ in preference to Rites 


of an inferior rank. 


But before I proceed to this, I judge it 
neceſſary to make one or two obſervations. 
The firſt is, that theſe are ſaid to be generall 
neceſſary to ſalvation: they are aig 
neceflary to ſalvation, but not abſolutely ne- 
ceflary ©, that is they are ſuch duties as muſt 
not be neglected, unleſs on account of very 
great, and inſuperable obſtructions; one of 
theſe is having no opportunity; as for inſtance 


where a Child dies before its Parents have it 


in their power to get it baptiſed: to ſuppoſe 
ſuch a child to be an object of divine wrath 
when it was never capable of wilful tranſ- 
greſſion, is to think moſt unworthily of the 
father of mercies: but to be an Object of 
Wrath is one thing, and to be an Obje& of 
Favour is another. Every child, born of the 
ſeed of Adam, is under the original ſentence of 
Death, pronounced, in conſequence of his 
tranſgreſſion, on all his deſcendants: this ſen- 
tence God engages to reverſe, and to reſtore 
the party to Immortality, upon his entering into 
covenant with him in Baptiſm; but he en- 
gages for it on no other terms. For this 
reaſon all parents ſhould take care to loſe no 
opportunity to have this Sacrament ad- 
miniſtered: we do not ſay that for want of it 


God will not of meer grace and fayapr re- 


ſtore 


X gs ) . 
ſtore the Infant to ate ſtrict juſtice 4 


not require it: and if the benefit be loft to the 
Infant, it is the Parent's, fault. Can they an- 
ſwer this to their Child? can they anſwer it 
to their Conſciences? and will it not riſe up 
againſt them at the day of Judgment : ? 


80 alſo for the Lord's Supper. This too is 
my neceflary to falvation; but it is 
not ſo, where we are fituated either in a place 


where it is not adminiſtered at all, as in 


heathen Countries; or where it 'is fo ad- 
miniſtered that we cannot communicate without 


Idolatry; and this is the caſe in all Popiſb 
ozes. Or laſtly in the abſence of a Prieſt. 


In all theſe Caſes our Dmiſlicn. is not 


wilful, and conſequently our Salvation not 
affected by it. — But where there are no fuch 
Impediments, all befides, which we ſubſtitute 
for them, the Buſineſs of our ſeveral callings, 


the want of preparation, and the like, are 


meer wilful evaſions, meer excuſes, and ſub- 


terfuges, which add to our Condemnation, 


* of en *. 


The next 1 I gy maks' is that. 


when we anſwer Two only, we declare our 
diſſent from thoſe who make the number 
of Sacraments greater, or leſs, than Two.Theſe 
are * Ruakers, and the Papiſs; the firſt 


of 
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of which allow of nb Sacraments at all; and 
are Seven; 


| \ | 
That -both theſe are wrong will appeat 


when we explain the next Queſtion: what 


meaneſt thou by the word Sacrament ? the 
anſwer is, I mean an outward and viſible fign 
of an inward and ſpiritual Grace, given unto 


us, ordained by Chrift himſelf, as a means 


whereby we receive the ſame, and a Pledge to 
aſſure us thereof. 9 


Before we proceed it is neceflary to premiſe 


that there is a great difference between 


Sacraments, and other Rites. Other Rites are 


badges of our Profeffion, but a Sacrament is 


r more. In the old Teſtament, 
Circumcifion, and propitiatory Sacrifices were 
of a different nature and order-from the other 


ritual precepts of Cleanſings, Diſtinction of 
Days, Places, and Meats, "Theſe were in- 
deed Precepts go them by God, and 


therefore to be obſeryed ; but they were not 
Federal acts, and therefore are 'fubordinate to 
them; but Sacraments are fœderal Acts, and 


therefore of a different nature from Rites that 
are not ſo d. 1 os 


* 
9 


We go on then: to conſtitute a Sacrament; 


there muſt be an Inſtitution of Chriſt, in mil 
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ſome form, or words, in, Ind by which, federal. 
Acts do paſs on both Sides}. 8 


Matter is neceſſary oa Sacrament; for 
words, without this, may be of the nature of 
Prayers, or Vows, but cannot be Sacraments : 
Other acts of worſhip are only acts of the 
mind . declared by words, or geſtures; but 
Sacraments are the application of a material 
fign, joined with the acts of the Mind, 


words, and geſtures— Another requiſite is 


a Form; that is, ſuch words joined with it 
as do appropriate the Matter to a particu- 


lar uſe : and laſtly this uſe muſe be federal. 

This is the beſt deſcription of a Sacra- 
ment that I can give you. Apply it in the 
firſt place to Baptiſm; and then to the 


Lord's ſupper. 


In Beptiſm, there is an Hnftitution; go and 


teach all Nations, baptizing them: there 


is Matter, the Water: there is a Form, the 


perſon dipped or waſhed. — There are 


Words, I baptize thee in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the. Holy 


Ghoſt. And it is a Covenant, between God, 


and him, Ew 


In the Lord's Supper, there is an Inſtitu- 
tion do this in remembrance of me. 


there 


ä 


* 2 2 220 vw” 


Spiritual Grace f. 
in the ſacrament of Baptiſm is the Water 
wheretn the perſon 15 Baptized 8. The outward 
viſible ſign in the Lord's Supper is the Bread 
and Wine h. The inward and ſpiritual Grace 
in Baptiſm, is a Death unto Sin, and a new 


(93) 


there is Matter, the Bread and Wine: there 
is a Form, the eat 
wine,— There are Fords take, eat, this 1s 
my Body; and drink ye all of this, for this 
is my Blood. And it is a federal Act; 
ye do hereby ſhew the Lord's Death till he 
come — my Body which is given for you ; my 
Blood which is ſhed for you, and for many, for 
the Remiffi on of Sins. 


Apply this to C onfirmation, Penance, Orders, 
Marriage, and extreme Unction, and it will 
hold good in none of them. 80 that we do 
right when, in contradiction to the Quakers, 
we ſay there are Two Sacraments; and in 
contradiction to the Church of Rome, that 
there are but two, 


Our tions of a Sacrament being thus 
rightly ſtated, I proceed to ſhew Firſt, of what 
parts a true "Sacrament conſiſts. Theſe are 


two; The outward vifible Sign, and ' the inward 
the outward viſible ſign 


Birth unto Righteouſneſs i. i, The inward part 


or thing ſignified in the other Sacrament Is 


the OY ard Blood of Chrig x. The Henefits 
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g bread, and drinking 
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of the one is that from being objects of 


puniſhment, we are ffrgiven, and made 
the children of God!. / The benefit of the 
other is the ſtrengthening and refreſhing of 
our Souls by the Body and Blood of Chriſt, as 
the natural Body is by Bread and J ine m. 
This ſhews the popiſh Doctrine of Tranſub- 
fantiation, to be abſurd : and that when we 
mention the Body and Blood of wal ah as 
verily. and indeed taken, and received by the 
faithful, in the Lord's Supper; we do not 
mean that they eat the identical body and 
blood of Chriſt, but that they are intitled to 
the benefits purchaſed for us by his Death. 


This being explained, I proceed to ſhew | 
ſecondly, How, or in what manner they operate : | 
and then, what 7s to be done previouſly to them, 


As to the firſt of theſe, little will ſuffice, 
They do not operate as phyſical qualities; nor 
by way of Charms : for the intention of 
both of them is to bring us to righteouſneſs : 
but if meerly being baptized, or receiving 
the Lord's Supper, be ſufficient, without any 
thing before, at, or after it, this intention 
1s fruſtrated; nay the very reverſe would 
take place: for who needs be careful to preſerve 
a.good conſcience, or diſquieted at a guilty 
one, if the Sacraments can fave him, let him 
act as pe will? The | Scriptures give a very 

- different 
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l . 

different account. St. Peter ſays that Baptiſum 

faves us; how ? not aſi is an action that waſhes 

us; not ene utt*th away the Filth of the 
e 


Fleſh ; but 
conſcience towards God. It is the ſame with 
regard to the Lord's Supper; by thus ſhewing 
forth the Lord's Death till he come, we are 
admitted to the Communion of his Body and 
Blood; that is, to a fhare, in partnerſhip with 
other Chriſtians, in the Effects and Merits of 


his Death. But was it thus with Fudas ? Is it 


thus with any other unworthy receiver? No, St. 


Paul tells us he is guilty of the Body and Blood 


% Chriſt; that he eateth and . drinketh 
condemnation to himſelf, and muſt expeR, in 
_ conſequence of it, to be weak, and ſickly, 
and perhaps to die before his time, TE 


This plainly ſhews that we muſt cooperate 
with them: they are the outward viſible Signs 
F an inward, and ſpiritual Grace; and ordained 
by Chrift as the Means by which we receive 
this Grace; but they are alſo federal, and 
at the ſame time they are pledges to aſſure us of 
it, ſuppoſe us to perform the conditions on our 
part, as God performs his. e 


This being explained I come next to ſet 


before you what is pan of thoſe who 
come to them. And firſt for Baptiſm, 


the 


What is required of perſons to be baſgtized? 


cauſe it is the anſwer of a good 
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the anſwer is, Repentancey whereby hey forſake 
Jy 


Sin; and Faith, whereby ſthey ftedfaſily believe 
the promiſes of God made to them in that Sacra- 
ment. You ſee that both Repentance, and 
Faith are required o. 


In what Repentance conſiſts was explained 


in the Firſt lecture, where 1 treated of our 


part of the Covenant; that we will renounce 
the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps aud 
Vanities of this wicked World, and all the 
ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh : and ſet before you 
what it is to renounce them, The Faith too, 
which is here required, was conſidered in the 
fecond, in what I ſaid concerning the Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith. Theſe, rightly under- 
ſtood, and attended to, leave us no Room to 
doubt or miſtruſt the promiſes of God made 
to. us in Baptiſm. And therefore nothing 
remains but to anſwer the next Queſtion. 
Why then are. Infants baptized when by reaſon 
of. their tender age they cannot perform them; 
that is, cannot perform either Repentance or 
Faith. The anſwer is, becauſe they promiſe 
them both by their ſureties ; which promiſe 
when they come to age themſelves are bound to 
perform. They are bound. to perform them, 
as I told you in the firſt lecture, becauſe the 
things promiſed in their names are dutics of 
eternal and, immutable obligation; and ſuch 
as they muſt needs perform at a riper age 


whether 


EW (97) 
whether any ſuch promiſe had, or had not, 


been made for them. in their Infancy. 


The next Queſtiom is, and it is the laſt I 
ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak to, what 7s 
required of them who come to the Lord's 


Supper? whoever obſerves on what paſſes . 


within him, . muſt be ſenſible that we are 
deceived in nothing, and by nothing. more 
than our own ſelves: we are apt to forget 


thoſe Actions of our Lives which we know to 


be criminal; and again we are apt to think 
others innocent, which are far otherwiſe. Far- 
ther if neither of theſe be the Caſe, we ſeldom 
give ourſelves the trouble to enquire, or think 
at all about them. The Conſequence of this 
1s that we approach the holy Table without 
a wedding Garment, eat and drink the 
Lord's Body without duly conſidering it, and 
ſo turn the greateſt of all ſpiritual bleſſings into 
a ſnare, and condemnation. The Catechiſm 
therefore tells us that it is required that we 


examine our ſelves, and ſo doth St. Paul in 
his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, whoſe irregular | 


and indecent behavior at the Sacrament he' 
had been reproving; let a Man examine 
himſelf, and-ſo let him eat of that bread, and 


drink of that Cup.  _ 


But we are further told what ſhould be the 
particular Heads of this ſelf examination: and 
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the firſt of theſe is, whether we repent us truly 
F our former Sins. That; is, whether we have 
10 far recollected themf and dwelt upon the 


* ſorrow, and contrition; and are . aſhamed 


till this be the effect of our examination, it 


0 lead 'a new Life? Meer Sorrow for fin, 
and unleſs it be accompanied with reſolutions 


for a while; but it cannot deceive long: · if it be 
genuine, it will not ſtop here: by its fruits we 
muſt know it: it Will ſet out with good re- 


the commandments f God, and walking from 
| thenceforth in his holy ways, | 


in God's mercy thro) Chriſt? Nothing is more 
xpreſſly declared in holy Scripture, than 
hat we are redeemed by the merits and in- 
terceſſion of Chriſt: this is the only name 


loved the world, ſaith St. John, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that all who believe in 


malignity of them, their offenſiveneſs to God, 
and good men, and the hurt and injury they 
have done to our Souls; as to feel an hearty. 


of ourſelves for having committed them. For 


The next is, whether we fedfaftly prrpuſe 


not to repeat it, may perhaps deceive ourſelves 
folutions, proceed to good works, following 
Another is, whether we have a lively faith 


heaven by which we can be ſaved. Go 


han Joould not periſh, but have everlaſting i kr 
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that eternal - Life and ha 


ever received, 
greateſt inſtance of Wn that could be exemp- 
 lified; the Son of God laying down his Lie 
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therefore we muſt firmly 
are We in Hebevieg i — | * | 


"Dat Sac all. ye ore to Fa 4 2 
— of his Death—This naturally 


| follows the gther: for who can think of what 
our bleſſed Savior hath done, and ſuffered ä 


for us, and not be filled with' gratitude ? who 


can recalle& his Death, and not remember 


thereby purchaſed for us? and who a gain 
can think of jt ſeriouſly, and not trium ry in 
this, that as we are planted in the likeneſs of his 
Death, we ſhall. be planted * in the th neſs 
of his AY E Gion. 


And now comes the laſt thing required of 
chef who come to the Lord's Supper; ta be in 
charity with all nen. To approach the Lord's 


Table with an heart unforgiving, i is ſure to meet 


with the rebuke which we find in the able, 
friend how cameſt thou in hither not 2 ving 4 
wedding garment? we here meet to ac- 
knowledge the greateſt act of mercy the world 

the forgiveneſs * 


Our 
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if any man ſin we have an adweate. | 

Chr „ the righteaus, , 7. 

and he is the propikiation 2 our fins. This 
eve, and happy h 
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chilm, and have, I hope, enabled you to ex- 
Plain it to others. Remember therefore the 
words of the Apoſtle ; freely ye have received, 
freely give. Remember alſo that every Soul 


(61 
our meditations, and praiſes; to theſe are we 
invited; and in theſe we phrform an acceptable 
ſervice: but it is on this expreſs condition, that 
we have love one to another, To be in charity 
with all men, requires of us more; it requires 
of us not to circumſcribe our charity within 
the narrow bounds” of affinity, neighbourhood 
zerſuaſion, or party; but to let it be, like our 
Savior's, univerſal. h F 


It requires too, that as all mankind are objects 
of our charity, ſo this charity ſhould extend 


to our wiſhes, and prayers; not confined to 
the hand, but ſeated in our heart, and affections: 


that we do all the good to others we poſſibly 
can; and never think evil of any one: thatwe 


form no raſh judgements of other men's actions, 


nor repreſent them with illnature: that we con- 
ceive the beſt, we can of all men, and 


pry into no one's defects but our own: that we 


relieve the neceſſitous, conſole the afflicted, 


and help the diſtreſſed: always remembring 


the words of the Lord Jeſus, how he faid, 
it is mor e bleſſed to give, than to receive 4. 


have now gone through the Church Cate- 


which periſheth through your neglect, will be 
85 „ required 
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required at your hands. The parent who 
ſuffers his child ty continue in ignorance, 
when he might inſttu@t him, will anſwer for 
the conſequences of that Ignorance; and how 
ſoon, and how luxuriantly, ill weeds ſpring, 
where the Ground is not cultivated, you all 
know: Train up 4 Child m the way it 
ſhould go, and when it is old, it will not de- 
part from it: let it be neglected in its 

| earlier years, and it will as long retain Vice. 
Young minds are like wax, capable of any 
impreſſion; ſuſceptible alike of good, or 
bad. Begin betimes then, and prevent at 
firſt, what you can never after efface: be 
but half as careful to provide for their Spi- 
ritual Intereſt, as you are to accumulate 
wealth, and other temporal goods; and you 
will ſave yourſelves, and them. Sedulouſly 
| enough ye riſe up early, and but fate take 
f reſt; no Toil fatigues you, no Labour is 
; too great, ſo you can but leave them rich: 
but what are theſe Treaſures upon Earth? 
5 the Moth, and the Ruſt corrupts them, T herves 
4 break through, and fieal them, Or ſuppoſing 
them to ſtay with you, will they eaſe a pain 
of mind? will they ſtop a figh? they may 
prevent cold, 1 nakedneſs; they may 
aſſiſt a diſtemper'd Body, but will they ſpeak _ 
peace to the Soul? will they ſtill the tumults 
there? will they baniſh Fear, and Dread, 
and Guilt? No, without Virtue and Religion 
5 2 — 
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they are nothing :. 'one good. principle you 
mall 
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II inftill into your Clfld, is worth. them 
al. Nis is. a Treas Bike the widows 
Cruiſe ;.' this will never fail. Imagine him 
on a Death-Bed, and then ſee, if he will 
not thank you more for taking care of his. 
morals, than for all you have done for him 
beſides? and judge you yourſclves, 

50 Will not oO Ve YOu mol Joy to Tee 111 Gas 5 

Frm Chrifhan, than to live in riches, an 

[blendgur, put in a cowle of wicketncls, 

. muſt end in horrid Preſages, © 

out repentance, miſery eden 915 


But if yet you wiſh to leave him poſſeſl- 
ed of the good things of this Life, (for ſo it 
ſeems we muſt call them,) have you not 
much more Reaſon to hope for their conti- 
nuing with him if he be virtuous, than if 
he be otherwiſe? A good man will not 
fpend more than he can afford, becauſe that 
is hurtihg others; a good man is out of the 
way of many temptatations, to which the ir- 
religious are for ever expoſed; and as fin is 
ever attended with great expences, ſcarce an) 
ſhare of worldly acquifitions will be ade- 
quate to them: but it is not thus with good 
men, and they have a much better ſecurity 
yet; they have the blefling of God upon 
them, ſo that the Sun ſhall not hurt them by 


Day, nexther the Moon by night. 


a (300 


Nor will theſe effects of your care extend 
only to your children, they will deliver down 
the ſame precepts to theirs; they will take the 
ſame care of theſe, that you took of them: 
they, and you too, will find your reward in it; 
and perhaps the beſt, and greateſt that can be; 
not the pleaſure of a day, or a year, Or a life 
only ; but the rewards of thoſe who turn many 
to e . Hereafter ye will ſhine as the 
Stars in the Firmament: at preſent you have 
the ſatisfaction to think, that you have done 
your duty to them; that you leave them in- 
ſtructed to do theirs by others; that you are 
haſtening to a land of peace and happineſs, 
and tht THEY SHALL SHORTLY 
FOLLOW. 
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MODE OF EXAMINATION; 


*1 }-- When had you your firname ? 


2 


. 


LECTURE Firſt. 


- What i is your e | 
How many names have you?” 


When had you your chriſtian name? 
Why do you call it your chriſtian name ? 


What ſhould your chriſtian name remind 
you of ? 


Who gave you this name, and when did 
they give it; 


What benefits did you gain by being 
baptized? 


What is it to be a member of Chriſt ? 
g. What 


C 
LR | * 
W 5 9 
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. What duties are expected from you in 


CCRT 
hk. What it to be a child of God? 


1. What duties Kc. as before? 
MOITAVMIMA%L a 


© 4 4 


K. What is it to be an \ inherkor of the king- 
dom of God ? : 


. What duties &c. as before? 


=_ mn. What did your godfathers and godmothers | 
= | do. f for . in x baptiſm? | | q 


r 


What mean you = the Devil, and all his 
Works? 
1 1 What by the pomps and vanities of the 
n | 
„ What by t the finful loſt of the fleſh? 


0. What is the ſecond thing they promiſed 
| 145 for N 


tat PIE. 


p What i is the third? "© 


9. How long are you to obſerve and do them? 


ts OD 
1 a: » 
» 7 N 4 * 
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4. 


* 


* * 


How n many parts does f it conſiſt of? 


Do you r to believe. 
and to do as your godfathers and 
mothers promiſed or you? and w yr 


bY Whydo you ay by God gseter vil? 


LECTURE Second. 


Where hs you. find the articles of the 
chriſtian faith? 


Why do you- call it the apoſile's . 


What uſe is it of ? 2980 


What does the firſt part relate ro? 
What does the ſocond relate ˖⁰ 7 
What does the third relate to 2 
What are you taught 6 them all letter * 


we 


a. 


5. In lehnt Wenn were they originally deliver- 
ed; and to whom? 
Tllom many of them relate 10 God, and 
„ which are they? 

* How many to your neighbour, and which 
are —_ 
. What! is the firſt W Trend _ what 

doth it teach? | 
e. What is the Nabu, and what is its in- 
tention? 
4 V+ ; 
1 78 is the third, and what Ke. as befor 
g. What i Is the fourth G0. 2 
k. On whe 4 af the week is the Je with 
Sabbath? and what did _ com- 
memorate in it? 7 
z. On ha dy of hs monks is ; the Chriſtian 
$2239 Sabbath, and what do we commemo- 
fate in it? | 
i LECTURE 


aa LECTURE Third. 


« 208) 
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How many IE are e there, and 
where do you find them ? WP 


g. 
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LECTURE, Furth 


War is the fifth Commandment ;? 


What is the fixth ? ” 
What is the Seventh? 
What is the eighth ? 
Wat is the ninth? 


What is the tenth ? 
The firſt four ſet bor your A to Gods 


What 1 is it ? 


Neighbour. What is it? 


40 
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LECTURE fim. 


Why do you call it the Lord's Prayer? 


O 2 
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LECTURE 


Co 


e. 


E. 
L. 


What is. the 


Wee 
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LECTURE Shah, 
How many Sacraments are there? 


Which are they ? 
Are they neceflary to ſalvation? p 


_ Wherein do they differ from other rites oe” 


How do you define a Sacrament ö 
Of how many pars does | a d Shcrament 


BEry « conſiſt ? 


What is the outward * in um; 


' What is the qutward form in the Lord's 


Supper ? 


cb and ſpiritual. g. ae in 
Baptiſm? Rig Oe ” 85 PET 


What iz it in the other; Sacrament? 


What benefits, do we receiye from being 
baptized. ? 


| = m. What 


4 „ wy 


n. What are the benefice we receive from 


UA How do the 2 operate: 0 


What is required of Perſons previous to 
their being baptized? 


5. What do you mean by Both? 


- 13 


9. What i is required of them who- purpoſe to 
| receive the Hor 8 Supper? % 


4 ay 


OD 


N B. Theſe queſtions: are not to be put 
always in the Courſe i in which they here-ſtand; 
nor in the fame Words ; for otherwiſe the evil 
will remain which is hereby intended to be 
remedied ; but this , muſt be fore” to the 
diſcretion of the © Cateckif | 


8 ov 


— 2 * 
— _ — Rh _ 8 p Sis 1 
— — IST > - 
| *S * = - . 2 — 
— * - __— 3 Py at i. $3 7 py 
— . — o 7 3 A 1 7 — „. „.. 7 N 
. 7 D 3 * 2 . 


2 * 

— ">, 4 p - © 
__ 1 
— 8 5 . 


LECTURE 


- 
* . vx Rs k a res. ate — . r — 9 

— * Jo n o , th 

1 2 * —— — „ F = 8 4 > 34 — r . 1 — Ip — - Feats 0 — — Ip of — 2 
' 2 2% x - * 6 22 1 a * ak _ " a 72 0 „ — 4 __” TID * 1 „ 7 * £ — - 2 
2 are ö Nen * 2 . : Ae — N 2 * f r 2 . = pony , | IS wes — 8 ERS - a 
a won - 2 9 , _— "FR 8 We N == li > © EO 4 . 5 by. + OR "og ja. <5 » — , Prod = had .»« 2 4 "Bat! * Nays Y — ax 
"3 at” 8 — 8 "© x.) 2 5 he wo < 1 UID. - jt, 2 — 0 — , < = - = \ — 8 2 
— as 4 7 * = 2 — - 4 1 1 ae p 4 * r = bes 4203 = 4 Sp” 7 — — 41 


pgs ant O 
Wa 
ä . "5 


4 al 
3 a4 


ha G 
us 4 
Tn 
- N 9 
= Y 
a Lu 


LECTURE ox CONFIRMATION. 


HRC explained the Church Catechiſm ſo 
as I hope to enable every parent not only 
to underſtand it himſelf, but ſo alſo that he 
may make his Children underſtand it, I think 
it may be uſeful to give you ſome inſtructions 
relative to confirmation. And here I think it 
is neceſſary to ſet before you the four following 
things, firſt the nature and defign of Con- 
firmation. , Secondly the reaſonableneſs, and 
utility of it. Thirdly who are the proper candi- 
dates for it, and laſtly how they are to 
behave BETORE, AT, and AFTER IT, 


But before I proceed to the firſt of theſe 
it will not be amiſs to premiſe that, altho* 
in what follows I am to addreſs myſelf 
chiefly to young perſons, they are not the 
only ones I am concerned with, Many of 
you are Parents, many of you are God- 
fathers, maſters, or guardians: it is your duty 
therefore to aſſiſt me in mine; and it is for 
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that purpoſe, among others, I la 

before _ that ye may not Ee ig> 
norance as an excufe for idleneſs; or ſup- 
poſe you are diſcharged from the care of them, 
at leaſt hl they have diſcharged you. „ 


When it is they diſcharge you is more 


difficult to ſay. than you may imagine: for 
the Church gives it in Charge to eve 


Sponſor that he take care that the Child be 
brought to the Biſhop to be confirmed by ham. 


But more than this is intended; it is ex- 
pected that as he firſt prepares him for 
Confirmation, and then ſees him confirmed, 


ſo he be a witneſs againſt him if in future 


he doth not perform his Engagements, and 
remind him « "them en, every groſs Fai- 


lun wa 


This '— premiſed I 3 to enquire 
Fa is the nature and deſign of ca ͤͤ e. 


* 


This I think may be explained in 6 
ſuch eaſy manner as this. By the Tranſ- 
greſſion of our firſt Parents, which is record - 
ed in the Book of Moſes, called Gene ſis, 
all their Deſcendants forfeited that Immorta- 
ity which God intended for them, and be- 


came miſerable, and ſhort lived Beings, that 


were to cat Went Bread in their ſweat of 
168 n | . ll 


their | 
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their Brow for à few 'yeats; And then " 
Tito: their Graves, and never after exiſt. | 


From this dreadful ſtate they were 26- 
ur by the bleſſed Son ef Ood, Who 
after taking upon himſelf to fatisfy his of- 
fended Father, as he did by being born of 
a Woman, and dying on 4 Croke admitt- 
td them to a Coverrant 'of Retoneilhtion with 


bim by Baptifm. 


in this Covenant certain things are agreed 
to on both fies. God, on his part vouch- 
fafes to adopt us as members of 'Chrift; as 
the Children of God, and mheritors of > 
Kingdom of. Heaven. We on our Part 
"miſe that we will renounce the Devil and all 
his Works, the oh and Vanities of this 
wicked M. orld, and all the fin ye luſts 45 the 
Pleſb - that we will believe all the "articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, and that we will Reef 
God's holy will and Commandments, and walk 
in the enn unto our Life's end. 


This is the Cbrenaut erwixe God akitl 
us; and becauſe, at the time of our being 
baptized, we are unable to underſtand 
| what paſſes on either fide ; our Godfathers | 
and Godmothers 'do, by way of guardians, 
and fureties, engage for us, and in our names 
promiſe «hat we e ſhall perform what belongs 

to 


(115 ) | 
to vs. This is all the ſecurity we can give at 
preſent : but when we come to years of difcre- 
. 4g the Church expects of us that we ſhould 
es; declare, that we do now give our 
free and voluntary conſent to what was done, 
and engaged for, in our names at Baptiſm: 
that is, that now we can diſcern between 
good and evil; and that the things, which 
our ſponſors undertook for us, are for our 
advantage, and ſuch as it had been our 
duty. to do, whether they had promiſed 
we ſhould, or not; we do ſolemnly ratify, 
and take upon ourſelves to perform them. 
Namely that we will renounce the Devil and 
all his works, the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, and all the finful Luſts of the 
Fleſh that we will believe all the articles of 
the Chriſtian faith; and that we will ba 
God's holy will and commandments, and walk 
in the ſame all the days of our Life. 


s . 


This is what is meant by ben confirmed: 
and it is done in the preſence of the Biſhop, 
who after the example of the Apoſtles (as you 
will ſee from ſeveral paſſages of the new 
Teſtament, ſuch as Acts, 8. v. 17. and Acts, 
19. v. 6.) adds to his ſolemn benediction the 
Impoſition of Hands. Xe 


The better to encourage you, you who 
either by nature, your engagemeats at the font 
Py P oy" 
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in the character of ſponſors; or you whoſe Duty 
it is to prepare the youth for this rite from 


the Relation you bear to them as Maſters, 


or Guardians; I recommend in the ſecond 


place to conſider the great Utility of Con- 
ir mation. e 


Now little as this is regarded, it will 
upon à fair examination appear to be one 
of the moſt uſeful rites of our Church: and, 
inſtead of the contempt with which it is by 
many received, to deſerve their eſteem, and 
attention. 1 1 


For can you conceive any thing of greater 
utility than for young perſons, juſt arrived at 
that age, when their temptations are many, 
and their forces but 'weak; when they are to 
encounter the world, and have had little 
experience of it; to be fortified with religious 
rinciples, and pre-engaged in the cauſe of 
Virtue ?— The way to this, is to make them 
recolle& their baptiſmal covenant, and give 
their perſonal ſecurity for the performance 
of it. Now perhaps the beſt, and greateſt 


they can give, is their public, avowed pro- 
feſſion to obſerve, and fulfill it, declared in 


the fight of God, and his Church; and en- 
couraged by the hopes of divine aſſiſtance 


therein from the Prayers of the Biſhop, 


and others, preſent... 


The 
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The Church of England in requiring this 


of ofyoung 


perſons is by no means ſingular. 


: Buxtorf.: tells us that when the Fewiſh child- 


ren arrived at: the 


e of Thirteen, and had 


been taught the Law, and their Prayers, 


they were. 


reſented by their Parents before 


an holy aſſembly, and there ſolemnly took 


upon themſelves to obſerve the Law; and 


were from that time to anſwer for their 
own Faults. And Yoſephus ſays, they could 
as readily give an account f the Law, as 
Ds could anſwer to their Names, | 


If we ſearch further we ſhall find ſome- 
arellel to this among Heathen na- 
ured of the Per fians, when 


thing 
tions, It was 
they came to 


Man 


an's Eſtate, to ſwear that 


ho would deſpiſe all filthy Lucre, bodily 
pleaſure, and vain Glory : 


virtuous, that they would worſhip 


that they would be 
the Gods, 


honour their Parents, ſpeak . 7051 do good, 
and never violate theſe Engagements. It is alſo 
recorded, of the Athemans, that when their 


young men were enrolled, 
themſelves by an Oath to obſerve th 

ities, and received Cuſtoms of 

and to reverence,. and "WY the Nele, in 


which they were born. 


they 


their 


bound 
e ſolemn- 
are ; 


All this eſtabliſhes the Lil ty of Confir- 


mation, and ſends us forward to 


FF 


e Cc in 


the 
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the Third Place, who are the proper efts 
it. And theſe are all un r h as babe Je el 
aptized in their earlier years, when they 
Note wable to underſtand what was doing. 
As for thoſe that were baptized at a riper 
erfons have 
ſealed the covenant with God, I do not con- 
ceive it neceſſary that they be confirmed: 
Becauſe as confiimation is 155 more than a 
public declaration that we now undertake 
or ourſelves, what had been undertaken for 
us by others; ſuch perſons as did bind them- 
ſelves originally, can lay themſelves under no 
reater obligation than they were under before: 
jowever it may not be amiſs for them, and 
indeed for all adult chriſtians to ſee others con- 
firmed ; becauſe it will be natural for them 
to recollect whether they have not, in many 


inſtances, broken their TW; and if they have, 
| privately to reſolve, through the grace of God, 


to obſerve i it more A or r the time 
to come. 


IG again there are Gen who are under no 


neceſſity of being confirmed. I mean ſuch 


as have received. the Lord's Supper: for as this 
is the "higheſt act of our religion, and preſup- 
ike the communicant, not only to have been 
baptized, but to have well. weighed the ang | 
gations Which the firſt Sacrament laid 


1 and % to live i in an actual, and habitual 


performance 5 
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2 of hem; for ſuch perfons to be 
onfirmed is to return from Arorg meats unto 


: i 
15 again. is 
: | _—_— 2 . 89 


un is neceflbry to mention but one thing 
more, and that is the abſurdity of being con- 1 
ed more than once: when once you 
n you the performance. of your 
covenant, you 'engage for your. whole Life; 
and if you think, by repairing to the Biſhop a 
ſecond time, to wipe off your tranſgreſſions 
during the interval between one confirmation 
and another, you trifte with him, and your 
felf; theſe tranſgreſſions muſt be purged by 
repentance, and newneſs of life; and theſe 
are your only ure. 


v pon the whole hen, ſuch 88 as were 
baptized in their Infancy, have not yet received 
the Lord's Supper, nor been confirmed before, 
are the proper candidates for it: and I have 
nothi to add upon the ſubje& except the 
Age of the party; for his other qualifications 
will follow hereafter, | N 


7 


The propereſt Age is from fourteen th Serre 1 
fri at /ixteen the Church deems us fit to ÞW 
receive the Lord's Supper: and I ſay from iy 
Fourteen, becauſe tho? we do now and then ſee 
à child of twelve or thirteen who by the ad- 


vantage of an uncommon capacity, or by 
better 


M- be: 
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better inſtruction and education than falls t 

the lot of moſt children, is more ſerious, = . 
better enabled to judge of this rite, than 
others of the ſame age, (and for that reaſon 
ſuch are ſometimes | admitted to it) yet in 
general it is otherwiſe; and therefore the 
confirmation of them is better delayed: the 
more ſo, becauſe if no opportunity for it ſhould 
offer ſooner, the neceſſity, of it may be fu- 
perceeded by Foceirieg the e of f the 
Lord's b | 0:4 „ Acne 


I come now in iht fourth and laſt — — 
to ſhew what 1s reguired of the Candidates, 
- before, at, and a ;fter confirmation. Before con- 
fir mation, after notice of it is given, it is ex- 
pedient that they repait to their Miniſter, and 
ſignify their intention to him; that ſo he may 
be enabled to judge of their qualifications, ant 
aſſiſt them in their preparation. The next 
thing they have to do is to look over the office 
of confirmation, which will naturally ja 
them back to the catechiſm, where they. will 
ſee what their Godfathers, and Godmothexs 
promiſed for them. After this they muſt di- 
ligently examine themſelves, and ſee how far 
they have performed it ; wherein they have 
been deficient, and in what particulars chiefly. 
When this is done they are by prayer, 
and humble application to the throne of Grace, 
to beg of God to forgive them what is paſt, 


and 
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and aſſiſt them in their reſolutions and endea- 
vours to amend, They muſt fit down and 
confider that they are now ſolemnly engaging 
for their 'whole lives; and are to proceed in 
a courſe of Religion, at an age moſt averſe to 
it, when they have the giddineſs, and the 
paſſions of Fu to contend with, and the 
examples of others, thoughtleſs, and as gay 
as themſelves. They muſt remember, that 
on their ſetting out well depends their future 
ſucceſs ; and that as they qualify themſelves for 
confirmation, they in all probability make good, 
or bad men. And laſtly, that their happineſs 
in this world, as well as in the next, is con- 
ditional, and reſts entirely on the promiſe of 
God made to obedience; and therefore as life 
is uncertain, and death to be apprehended in 
every ſtage of it, they can never be ſure of 
happineſs, unleſs they be obedient to him from 
their Youth up. © | 


Having thus explained what they muſt 
do Before confirmation, I go on to their 
behaviour at zt. This muſt be grave, and ſerious; 
and it muſt be very incere. It muſt be grave, and 
ſerious, becauſe it is tranſacting an affair upon 
which their ſalvation, as Chriſtians, greatly de- 
pends; and if they take due care to prepare them 
ſelves for it, they muſt be ſenſible that this 
act is to give a tincture, and an efficacy to all 
that ſhall follow. And therefore as they 
; \ would 
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would not willingly ſet their hand to a Writing, 
in which they are nearly intereſted, without 

weighing, and conſidering the contents of it, 
ſo neither will they, or ought they, to offer 
themſelves to the Biſhop, but with a ſenſe of 
the importance of the promiſe they are going 
to make; and with fteady reſolutions to keep 


* 


* OY — 


and perform it. 


80 again they will remember that this 
promiſe is made publickly, Do ye here, ſays 
the Biſhop, in the pr « A of Gad, and of 
this congregation &c. a moſt awful appeal this, 
and on a moſt awful occaſion ! their behaviour 
therefore muſt be very ſincere : eſpecially 
becauſe a want of ſincerity here, is not barely 
a want of honeſty ; but it is a want of regard 
to all that concerns them neareſt: to all infhort 
that a rational creature can think of great 
importance to him. It is for this, his miniſter 
examines and inſtructs him; it is for this, he 
attends, and preſents him; and it is for this, 
he is required to perform it before the Biſhop, 
the higheft miniſter in the Church of Chril. | 
and a character which every good mind muſt 

reverence. | 5, 


V 7 


Our next enquiry is how the candidates are 
to conduct themſelves after confirmation. Soon 
as they retire from the Church, they ſhould 

repair to their Chamber; and there return 
7 thanks 


i £ 42 
tt 
E 
2 TS, -. 
* * %. 44 r 
= 
C4 . 


iT 123) 


thanks to God, for his goodneſs in admitting 
8 fern Net f 7 Venant With ch hi rr 
A bes of. — to grant 
his. =—_ BOS 6 perſevere in Hee 
oh gs, and that they may continne in an 
uniform courſe © obedience to Pp, will, 
belief of his word, and 2 religious obſervance 
of his ordinancies. When they have done 
this, let them not think the Catechiſm is no 
longer of uſe to them; it never is uſeleſs: on 
the contrary it is always a ſenfible ſalutary 
Remembrancer, anda kind of touchſtone 
whereby they may prove the meaſure of 
- their hedience. ag Wen all their 5e 
; in duty. 


3 1 have . to mention, is, Ty wh 
great end of confirmation is to prepare 
for the Lord's Supper. It is indeed made 
almoſt an indiſpenfible condition of our ad- 
mittance to it: none ſhall be admitted, ſays the 
Rubrick, untill ſuck time as he be confirmed, or 
be ready and de ſirous to be confirmed. Soon 
therefore as they have been confirmed, they 
ſhould make the Work perfect by alifying 
themſelves for that ſacrament. The beſt 


qualification is an habitual good Life; but for 
their further inſtruction it is adviſeable that 
* read ſome ſhort tracts on the ſubject; 


2 + and 
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* and theſe I could wiſh may be in general 
ſuch as their Miniſter ſhall recommend to 
them. I mention this, becauſe an injudicious 
choice has miſled many well diſpoſed perſons, 
arid is one great cauſe that this neceflary duty 
J ONS. 


Among others, an Eſſay on the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. By a Layman. London printed for J. Walter, at Homer's 
Head, Charing-Croſs. Price bound one Shilling, And, Archbiſhop 
Synge's anſwer to all the Excuſes and pretences which men ordina- 
rily make for their not coming to the Holy Communion.” Price 
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OF THE NATURE, 
1 AND, 
OBLIGATION OF RELIGIOUS VOWS, 


| | Pfal. 50. V. 14. | 
Pay thy vows unto the moſt High. 


l deſign from theſe words is to remind 
you of thoſe ſacred Reſolutions and 
Promiſes which, at different Times, and upon 
different Occaſions, we all of us make. But 
before I particularize any of them, it may not 
be amiſs to obſerve, that be the thing promiſed 
evey ſo trifling, our word is ſacred, and muſt 
not be violated : ſo again be the perſon, to 
whom the promiſe is made, ever ſo inconfider- 
able, it is nevertheleſs binding; it ſtill is a pro- 
miſe; and if we wantonly break it, we have, 
no longer any pretenſions to honeſty, or the 
eſteem of the world. 8 

Q 2 8 Now 
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Nov if this be fo in the intercourſe between 
one man. and another, will it not be much 
worſe_in_what paſſes between him, and his 
Creator? if the one be mean and diſhonourable, 
the other is ſhameful, and impious; if the one 
deſeryes ſlight and contempt, the other 
deſerves anger and puniſhment : if our promiſes 
to. men are binding, much more ſurely are our 
promiſes to God, Yet ſuch are all our pro- 
feſſions of ſervice ; fach are all our vows of 
amendment; ſuch are all the reſolutions we 
make in our more ferious hours; and fuch 
in ſhort is every engagement we lay ourſelves 

under to him. 5 
Here then furely is a field for ſevere 
Recollection, and that Telf-examination, which 
are duties at all times, eſpecially on Sundays, 
and other ſeaſons ſet apart for them,  _ 


I ſhall therefore endeavour to repreſent to 
you moſt of thoſe ſolemn promiſes which at 
different times we all make. 
The firſt of theſe is at our Baptiſin: und it 
is that we will renonnce the Devil und all his 
works, tie pomps and vamties of this wicked 
world, and all the finful lafls of the eff that 
we will believe all the articles of the chriſtian 
Faith; and that wwe will keep God's holy will 
and Commandments, and walk in the ſame all 
the rd aur Life. All ye thereſore Now 
ave 
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have * W but are not yet of 
to be confirmed, who daily are inſtructed 
your parents, and others, in what paſſed at 
your baptifm; ſhould confider whether you 

have done your duty, and performed this 
promiſe, as far as ye knew, and underftood 
it; whether you love and honour thoſe who 


inſtruct you, and are truly defirous to behave 


as they bid you. If you are, and endeavour 
to do 3 God will blefs you; but if ye be the 
children of diſobedience, you will alſo be the 
children of wrath. Theſe things you ſhould 
_ endeavour to keep in memory, and your pa- 
rents ſhould frequently remind you of them. 


The next we make is at being Confirmed. 


In this facred rite we do in the preſence of. God, 


and the Congregation, renew the ſolemn promi 
and vow that was made at our Baptiſm, ratify- ' 
ing and confirming the ſame in our own perſons, 
and acknowledging our ſelves bound to believe, 
and to do all thoſe things which our godfathers, 
and godmothers then undertook jo us. This 

romife we make before the Biſhop, in the 

ouſe of God, and accompany it with devout 
PR and prayer. Does it not therefore 


hove all of us, and eſpecially ſuch as have 


been lately confirmed, to take a review of 


our behaviour from that time to this; whether 


we have 3 the inſtructions given us upon 


the occaſion, and carried into execution the 
roſolutions 
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refolutions we ſo, ſolemnly made. None, it 
is to be hoped, offered themſelves to the Biſhop 


without very ſerious intentions. to anſwer the 


* 


defigns of his coming, but I muſt now tell 
them, what they muſt acknowledge I did then 
tell them, that one great end of confirmation 
is to prepare, and lead them on to the holy 
Sacrament: and as this is frequently adminiſtred, 
and they have, in the courſe of one year, 
many opportunities to receive it, their neglect 


is wilful, and therefore highly finful. 


But to proceed. In this great and neceflary 
act of religion, we do, if poſſible, lay ourſelves 
under ſtill greater obligations to holineſs: for 
what do we when we receive the Lord's an 
per, but offer and preſent ourſelves, our ſouls, 
and bodies, ta be a reaſonable, holy, and lively 
ſacrifice unta Gd? Do we mean nothing 


when we ſay this? are we not ſuppoſed, nay 


do we not ſuppoſe ourſelves, to be ſerious, and 
in earneſt in it? and if we are, will it not 
operate. on our conduct after it? ought it not 
to operate on it? and if it does not, are we 
not found hars unto God? © 

But to proceed. Beſides theſe grand times for 
engaging ourſelves to perform the duties of 
our religion, there are many others when we 
renew our profeſſions: and among theſe none 
occur to me 1ooner than our hours of devotion. 
When theſe are private, as in our Cloſet, in 

e | our 
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our retired Walk, or our Bed, it is impoſſible 
not to ſee when we offend, and againſt whom 
we offend; it is alſo impoſſible not to feel 
compunction for our fins, thankfulneſs for his 
forbearance, and a fear of forfeiting this for 
want of amendment. Here let every man 
aſk himſelf, how often have I refolved upon an 


alteration of conduct? how often have I 


ſolemnly promiſed it? and if I have ſolemnly 


Dae it, how dare I then not fet about it? 


Has God no knowledge? can I impoſe upon 
him? are all my repeated tenders of ſervice 
of no obligation? will this ſervice not be ex- 
peed; and if longer delayed will it not be 


deemed mockery * 


Next to our devotions in private, we come 
fo what paſſes when we pay them in public. 
Our ſervices here confiſt * our parts: con- 
feffion of fins, ſupplication for mercy, thanks- 
giving for good things received, and profeſſed 
reſolutions and vows of obedience. Duties 
theſe not confined to the Church, for they all 
may be, and we truſt are, performed in the 
Cloſet - But come they not here with an 
additional gravity? if they be mockery, the 
mockery is the greater for being ſo ſolemn. 
Let every man therefore conſider What he 
promiſes here : let him recolle& when he joins 
in the ſervice, and in thoſe uſeful intervals 
that give us pauſe for reflection, what reſolu- 

oy tions 
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tions he makes; when ng his mouth he con- 
fefles his fin, how his Soul vow's to farſake. it: 
when we acknowledge the wrath of 
againſt hypocrites, that he will be ſincere, and 
without affectation: when he hears of his purity, 
that he will be js he is .recounting 
his mercies, that he will ſhew mercy: an 
when he is imploring forgiveneſs, that he . 
forgive! I ſay. it is impaſſihle 19 join in 125 
Liturgy, and 72 be awakened to good re 
ſolutions. Who, for inſtance, can call. 
Father, and forget the honour due to Un 
from that relation? who can addreſs him 7 
Heaven, and not in heart thither aſcen 

who can call him his judge, and not f heals 
at his future account? who can = up bis 
prayers thro' the merits: and interceſſions of 
Chriſt, and forget the duties. which he owe 
to his redeemer? and who, can be xeminde 
of any of theſe particu $i AE e | 
Ry ions, and relolayqas?.” 


But fuppoſe theſe to. fall and. bs 0 FA 
numbed:as-t0-flide through. the prayers with» | 
out them, there are certain pauſes, and ſeaſons 
when they will make their way to us, In 2 
Palme, and in the Leſſons, we.ſee it d 
the perſon gf. others, and tho 18 0 
enough! 10 be ſecure for a while, hall by and 
by be awaked by 1 To theſe 1 
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Which are offered from the Pu/pit - ſtrange; 
if a ſermon ſtrikes not ſome ſtring or 9 —4 
But be this as it may, by whatever means 
we are led to right reflections, and reſolutions, 
they are ſo many promiſes made to the 
— and as ſuch will be required at our 

ands. 1 7 | 


Wbat 1 have obſerved will hold true wWhen- 
ever we come to Church, and join in the 
ordinary ſervices of it. More fill do our 
Minds and Conſciences operate when, as I 
faid above, we receive the Lord's Supper. I 
mean when we conceive aright of the in: 
ſtitution, and confider it as it is, a thankful 
Remembrance of the death, and paffion of Chri/t, 

and a ſolemn een of love and union with all 
his members. I ſay whoever receives the 
Sacrament with this idea on his mind, cannot 
fail to vow the greateſt gratitude to his crucified 
Savior, obedience to his Laws, and forgiveneſs 
and benevolence to all whom he died for. 


|  Canfider this ye, who in ſpite of theſe ſacred 
engagements indulge yourſelves in implacable 
hatreds, in malicious opinions, and miſrepre- 
ſentations; in diſcord, and variance; in anger 
and clamour, in cenſoriouſneſs, and hateful 
all-will :- who inftead of rejoicing with them 
who rejoice, . and weeping with them that 
weep, are unaffected * others misfortunes, 
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arid perhaps contributors to. them; who ſhut 
up your bowels of compaſſion, and fee a 
Brother have need. Confider this ye who, 
altho' ye appear thankfully. to commemorate 
the death of Chrift, crucify him -afreſh with 
your ſins; and while you hypocritically con- 
feſs him with your mouth, in facts, deny 
him. Conſider it ye, who by not attending 
to the motions of your own hearts at the 
Sacrament, or any other religious duty, whes 
ther ſuch as ye perform in your Cloſet, or in 
the Church, do as the Fews did by. their Tra- 
ditions; make the promiſes of God of none effect 
to you, becaufe you keep not yours. 


But beſides the. opportunities for private de- 
votion which every man has at every hour, 
befides the opportunities for public, which are, 
or ſhould be, frequent in every pariſh; beſides 
the Sacrament, which in all is adminiſtered. at 
leaſt three times in every year; there are 
other. feaſons when. you are particularly. called 
upon to recolle&, and amend your lives. Such 
is the. Sabbath Day; and ſuch is the Faſt of 
Lent: a ſeaſon this, ſet apart not indeed meerly 

for faſting (for that of itſelf can have no merit 

in it) but for religious retirement and felf+ 
dienial. If we obſerve this as we ought, not 
ſuperſtitiouſſy (for whatever. is ſuperſtitious 
can never be true Religion) but for thoſe 
pious purpoſes for which it is retained in our 
Z r 
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Church; that is, if we ſeparate ourſelves from 
our uſual diverſions, and obſerve-a more than 
ordinary degree of moderation in our paſtimes 
and pleaſures; if we leave the world, and the 
little intereſts in it, to cultivate an acquaintance 
with God, and our own Souls; and by an exs . 
traordinary courſe: of temperance give our 
faculties power to exert themſelves. I ſay if 
we do this, and this it is to keep Lent, we mall 
find in ourſelves a ſorrow for them, and a 
hearty deteſtation of ourſelves for committing 


8 1 
them: and this ſorrow, and this deteſtation, q 
cannot fail to work in us fincere defires, and | | 
ſolemn reſolutions to forſake them for the ttme | 
to come,— Will it not therefore be our duty | 


| afterwards to enquire how far we have per- 
formed theſe promiſes, and whether they 
were vain words, or came from our heart ? 
Ye muſt think it is, and if upon enquiry you 
find yourſelves guilty, how will you be ac- 
quitted in the fight of the Almighty?—Brethren, 
aich an Apoſtle, i our hearts condemn us nas, 
then have we confidence towards' Gad; but if 
that condemn us, God as greater than qur hearts, 
and knoweth all things. Theſe would ' always 
ſet us right if we conſulted. them fairly : but 
the misfortune is, we ſpeak peace to ourſelves 
when there is no peace, and take as much 
pains to be deceived, as the great enemy of 
our nature does to deceive us, _ | | 
L FFF 
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** Theſe fated Times of Prayer being ſpoken 
to, there are no other than thoſe occafional 
ans which the Legillature for good and wiſe 
lexe think fit to appoint. Theſe are 

njoined in times of national danger and dread, 
When the judgments of God are abroad, and 
the ſons of men ſhould' learn Rightouſneſs. 
Either when we are- invaded with Epidemical 
'fickneſs, ſuch as that which before our time, 
and in London only, ſwept away in one year 
the an hundred thoufand: or when we are 
N 


alarmed with horrid convulſions of the Earth, 
h as in our time laid Liſbon in ruins, and 
in many parts of our own kingdom threatened 
us. Such again as when we are at Mar; the 
iſſues of which are always uncertain, and its 
immediate effects bloody, and dreadful. Theſe 
viſitations whenever they are ſent, are puniſh- 
ments inflicted on a finful nation, and nothing 
but Reformation and Amendment in the na- 
tional character can avert them from it. Here 
then it is the duty of every one to contribute 
towards this by his ſupplications, and prayers, 
his faſting and alms, bor above all by amending 
'kimſelf. And it is impoſſible not to be ſerious 
in it when he recollects that beſides the motive 
of charities, connections of kindred and country, 
all which ſhould be dear to him, his private 
-bappineſs muſt riſe or fall with the public. 
For theſe reaſons on ſuch occaſions our 
Churches are unuſually crowded, and a general 
WWW 
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feriouſneſs, and attention to the exigencies of 
the times, ſeem to prevail. Is it not then our 
duty, when this firſt fervour begins to abate, 
coolly to recall what paſted in our minds on 
theſe days, what compunction we felt for our 
fins, and what vows of amendment we' made, 
Every one of us has ſome favorite fault, and 
ſuch of us as are wiſe will make that it 
Sacrifice, But ſhall we not enquire whether 
it be not reviving? whether our abhorrence of 
it is as great as ever? whether we perſiſt in 
our reſolutions, and ſee things as they appear- 
ed to us then? And if on the contrary we 
perceive ourſelves. growing languid, our indig- 
nation at fin to abate, and the convert already 
wavering on the brink of a relapſe ; ought. we 
not to take the alarm? ought we not to con- 
ſider what it is to trifle with God? Ts this a 
Faſt, and an acceptable my to the Lord? is it to 


bow down the head like à bullruſb, and to ſpread 


ſackcloth, and aſhes under us? ls it even to 
confeſs, and lament our fins for one day only? 
no, if that one day has not its due effect 
upon thoſe that ſucceed it; if it doth not lay 
à foundation for righteouſneſs all our Lives 
after; our prayers, and our faſting, were all farce 


and hypocriſy: and inſtead of thoſe ſalutary 


ends they were deſigned to produce, inſtead 
of averting the judgements of God from us, 
and our- poſterity, are the readieſt means to 
bring them down upon ok. 
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Hitherto my obſervations have been Cone 
fined to what: paſſes at our fermal devotions, 
But there are other times when we are apt 
to make promiſes, and afterwards as apt to 
negle& them. Theſe are firſt in proſperous 
fortune. It is much to be feared that ſome 
men enjoy an uninterrupted courſe of it for 
many years together without ever looking up 
to the gracious Author and Giver of it: to 
men thus beſotted and ungrateful, I am not 
now ſpeaking, but to thoſe who willingly 
acknowledge that all they have and enjoy 
is owing to God's good providence: 21 
men as theſe cannot help being ſtruck with 
gratitude, eſpecially when they - ſee: others, 
Who appear to deſerve as much as themſelves, 
ſinking under grievous afflictions: The mind 
naturally breaks forth into acknowledgements, 
and in ſecret reſolves to make all poſſible 
returns of praiſe, and obedience. What ſhall 
we ſay then, if the ſame men afterwards 
aſcribe them to their own addreſs, or in- 
duſtry ; or inſtead of employing them to the 
honour of God, and the benefit of their fellow 
creatures, make them ſubſervient to the pur- 
poſes of Oppreſſion, and Luſt? if inſtead of 
communicating, they engroſs them; and inſtead 
of being the better men for them, are ſo much 
the worſe ? if they preſume upon their preſent 
ill proſperity, and cry out I hall never be re- 
moved? yet this is the caſe with many or moſt 
1 7275 of 
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of mankind, and is one inſtance among others 


where we forget: our ſolemneſt vows, and 
n our N undoing, inſult the ——— 


BY frond very. intereſting. b is with 
wwe. are ſurrounded with calamities; This is a 
ſeaſon when the mind, free from that diſ- 
ſipation and levity that attend on more fortus 
nate hours, is attentive, and thoughtful. He 
who in an” happier: ſtate could not ſee the 
indulgence of providence, readily acknowledges 
the correcting hand of it; he knows in the 
hands of God are the Iſſues of Lie and Death; 
of good and evil: and perſuaded as he muſt be, 


_ thatthe, who made the wound, alone can bind 


i upz he betakes him to "confeſſion; and 
prayer; calls his paſt ways io remembrance, 
_ renews his former- vows of amendment, 


and, till the preſent ſtorm is blown over, is a 


new, and a much better man. Strange, that 
at tha firſt dawn of happineſs, all theſe im. 


pPreſſions wear off! yet thus it is with moſt 
of us; few have the gratitude to think, and to 


ſay with the Pfalmiſt, I will go into thine houſe 
with burnt offerings, and will pay thee the 
wows . which I promiſed "with my lips, and 


pate with my moutli when | I was in trouble. 


And yet for all theſe violations of plighted 
obedience God will call us to judgment: How 
Wwe. can expect to be heard when in future 


diſtreſs we recur to the ſame means for ſuceourʒ 


— how 
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how we can depend upon that forbearance 
we have ſo much abuſed ; or how: indeed 
_ truſt ourſelves and our own reſolutions, are 
matters I cannot conceive; Sure I am, that 
the oftner we make it neceflary to tepeat theſe; 
the more we ſhall ſtand in need of them; 
and perhaps, becauſe we ſhall ſtand in need of 
them, they ſhall profit us little. OL RE! 


The ſame may be ſaid of our profeſſions in 
Health, and in Sickneſs; but as theſe may be 
included in Proſperity and Adver/ity, I here 
irpoſety wave them: but not till I have 
firſt entreated you to recolle& the ſolemn 
vows of amendment ye have made when at 
any time ye have thought yourſelves in dan- 
ger of dying; when your Soul ſeemed to me- 
ditate a flight, and every thing here to be re- 
tiring. The ſame vows have ye made, when 
ye have thought yourſelves recovering from 
the Gates of Death: what vows of ſos 
briety, and temperance! what acknowledge- 
ments of God's mercies, and favours! what 
reſolutions to ſecure an intereſt in him in caſe 
of a ſecond attack ! yet all this, it may be, laſts 
only till our health is eſtabliſhed, and then 
is laid aſide till the next fit of fickneſs. But is 
this not horrible trifling? is it not immoral in 
the higheſt degree? and may we not juſtly 
expect that God will ſay to us becauſe this 
; | | | ; people 8 
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diſpoſes you to religious Reflections and Re- 
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mock at their calamity,” and laugh when their fear 
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The inſtances which have been produced 
are ſufficient for the. purpoſe of the preſent 
diſcourſe, for otherwiſe I might proceed to 
ſhew the ſame inconſtancy, and inconfiſtence 


in thoſe reſolutions we make, as we glide 


along the current of life. In each of the 


great Stages of it we promiſe to act well in the 


next: our Manhood fhall correct the follies of 
Youth ; and Age, likè kindly Autumns, ripen 
the fruits of Manhood. The ſeaſons return, 
and our profeſſions return: one year ſucceeds 
to a former, and another to that; till he who 
intended to be a new man the next day, finds 
he has unexpectedly arrived at his /aff. Here, 


to his other offences, comes the accumulated 


guilt of numberleſs Reſolutions to quit them, 
and the conſciouſneſs that he never could 
depend on them, ſinks him to his Grave in 
Deſpair. OB, 


Promiſe therefore unto the Lord and keep it, 
and whenever a ſenſe of bleſſings received, a 
dread of evil to come, or any other motive 


ſolutions, 
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